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; Churches Peace 


\ ASSERTERD 


UPON A 
CIVIL ACCOUNT: 


As it was (great part of it) deliver'd in a Ser- 
. mon before the Right Honourable the Lord 
Mayor, in Gnild-Hall-Chappel, Tuly 4. 


- 


By AD. LITTLETO N, Presbyter. 


: 

{- . . | ; , 

| Opto equidem, ut, fi fieri poteſt, nemo de fratribus pereat : fit amen quoſdam Schiſ- 
j 3 

matam Duces 5 "diſſenjions RR A ad Fes $55. confilium 

| 1 ſalabre revocare z catert tamen> vel ſimplicitate capti, vel errore induthi, vet 
[8 iqud fallentis aftutiz calliditate decepti,  fallacie vos laqueis ſolvite, &Cc. 
|, $. Cyprian, de Unitate Eccleſiz, : 


C————_— 


; 
Wh : 
_—LONDON, 


Printed for Philip Chetwind, M DC LXIX. 


\ 


IJMAl 


Pt on 


a ed rr rn  Toom 


- 


PREFACE- 


TO THE 


TS Vat fo _- der, that, as we owe 
all our Unſettlements to our Di- 
viſions, ſo we our ſelves are ſo 
ſerthed upon the Lees in theſe our 
Diwvifions , that he'that \ endeavours to remove 
us, does but put us upon a new Fermentation, 
and an exerciſe of Paſſion. The” charming 
name of Peace it ſelf is now become an” Alarm, 
and entertain'd by moſt as unwelcom news ; and 


A | they, 


Tl.c hero to the Reader 
tbeys: that. bring 664 
Pen 


as Enemies, a 


"reaſon of 


this tis no bare matter 4 fud out : for ſeeing 


—_— People have thngaget themſelves into-par- 


out of a wrong opprehenfi on of Intereſt ; as 


long as that prejudicelies inthe way, there is no 
hope of doing any gdodl; if ever reconciling them 
to that, which ſeems to diſ-intereſt them. Let 
the beft Oratour == I4 fo tocFerſewade any 
man againſt his Intereſt , bt ſball but boſe his 
own labour, and the others. opd opinion to boot. 
"_— I have in this bY 


eop eui i'g, th 
rink ire bs ah, as «Pu breqat 
Companions, are 3 4 in the Churches 
Proſperity ; and that her Peace, by which the 


whole: aud. guery; part, (the Gowe wad 


every Perſon under the. Government) is 
#s, at leaſt ought to be, the Center. of all 
cerns...' If Jeruſalem, miſcaxxy,.if the thizes of 
her. peace: be-bid from, her \eyesn;. .ttane of ber Ine 
habitants, what-evertheir Zeal or their W, ealth, 
ibeir Religion or their Intereſt may be, muſt hope 
to.eſrupes... I:do ay ain; confidently ſay, that wi | 


taken latereſt 45 4he main ground; and Principle 
by 


F ſcourſe endeavour'd 


ba Prafage ko a Readers 


of our i preſent Dawifioue x thareſe; had: they a- 
roſe out of pure Conſciexce, that's. 4 mare treat- 
able: thing , and is: willidfi (if it be :4 good 
conſcienceYyq0 be > Inf are &5 whereas now the bu- 
mour of: woſt-is,: torymu after things withoit any 
examination; and to cry up" one thing, and con- 
dewn another, many times, which they bawe 
little -ov-nd knowleage.'vf,- the one or "the: other. 
Now, Reader, to apply to thee ; whether thou 


' art for the Church, or ageizft the Church, this 


diſconrſe will be ſerviceable and uſeful to thee, 
npon'this meer accoumt, as thox art an honeſt 
Engliſh-man, av wiſheſt thy ſelf well. audtby 
Countrey no harm. If thou art a. Friend to the 
Church; here thou wilt find ſome Arguments 
to” confirm thy judgment, and to inable thee: = 
debating with others; that are not Friends. 

thou ſeparateſt from the Church ; theu 4x 
muſt know,. that 'tis mainly for thy ſaks, that 
this comes abroad, to-frnd thee out : becauſe ſuch 
Hiſcourſes\cannot meet with thee, where they are 
deliver'd. 'What-ever thy Opi ion be, and 
whether it were ' Conſcience or Intereſt, that 
made thee take it-up'( which thou art befi ableto 
reſdloerhy ſelf )-wo —_ projudge me, but weigh 


1par- 


The Preface tothe Reader. 
impaitially the:rrath and: teafoh of things: 'T 
defire-not to be credited \anyfanber, then I have. 
| them on my fide. | If thow findeft the Language 
' any where harſb-and ſevere, do not preſently:be 
offended :' "tis the nature of truth and reaſon ſo 
to expreſs themſelves; and I do aſſure thee, my 
defign is only to' convince ' thy underſtanding, 
without any intention of breaking thy bead. -\ 


One thing, for thy further ſatisf Sion, I muſt 
n0t conceal from thee, which, beſides the inti- 
| portunitics of ſome Friends aud. others worthy 

Citrzens, which heard me that day,was ini part 4 
reaſon of this Publication; that ſome while, after 
Thad Pexn'd this Diſcourſe, ' I met with a Ser- 
mon' #2 Print of DoQqr-Reynolds, theipreſent 
Lord: Biſhop 'of Norwich:,. Preached in the 
Parliament-Houfe, Jan.' 9. #1 the Tear, 1656. 
#pon this very ſubje&, Intituled, The Peace of 
Jernſalem : wherein \he: has, ower and above 
his pious inlargements upon the latter part of this 
Pſalm(for he takes all the four laſt verſes for his 
Text) in his Exhortation tothoſe then in Power, 
fo Learnedly and Solidly, as bis manner is, by 
ſeveral flrenuons Arguments prov'd, that The 

| _ Chriſtian 
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Chriſtian Magiſtrate 'has a+ coercive. power 
ih matters-of Religion ; (Page 23.) ſbewing 
plainly, 'tis but « trick, and a defign in thoſe 
that cry-it down; (Page '22:): and that the 
_ difference of diſpenſations in the Jewiſh and 
Chriſtian Church, doth not a whit alter the 
caſe; (Page 26.) nor Chriſtian Liberty pri- 
vitedge or exempt: men' from'that Power : 
(Page 29.) That with me, and I think with 
any "indifferent Reader, be leaves no place of 
doubt. I'was glad to ſee that the Church even” 
then, when her Friends were under batches, mas 
not in ſo hopeleſs and deſperate a Condition, but ' 
that her cauſe. was fairly pleaded with accep-- 
tance, before her Adverſaries :; and This it was 
enconraged me to entertain ſome hopes, if not-of 
the like acceptation of my weak: perforniance, yet 
of a ready excuſe for my dutiful endeavour, be- 
fore'thoſe, that have been always, and, I bope, 
ever will be the Churches Friends. + For though 
that were at ſuch a time, when or: Chunch-Go+ 
vernment was laid afide (which yet that Re- 
verend Perſon, -I-myke no queſtion, did even 
thei, ont of | bis great Learning, in bis. Conſch: - 
ence approve and wiſh teftor'd) anditherefore ont 
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of 3k he the main Contriverſte' (which:\is 
with:the Antbors bf the diviſion, thoſe that made 
the firftibreach) feem to be waw'd; and hit file 
particularly. diriGied agdift thoſe: Sefs;, which 
improving the Schiſnr into Hereſie, have depart- 
ed from the Foundation :' yet thoſe weighty: Ac- 
guments, be brings, are. generally applicable to 
all, andiare apparently of : farce: againſÞ the \moſt 
 ſperions Se, we have amongſt us; and: that 
wpontbis ground, (Page 31.) that diviſions and 

' ſub+divifions 'int the Chatch: do exceedingly 

. .tend:to weaken, to'diftract;:. to betray it." To 
make good this,:.E fbuHl apply'one of his Azgu- 

-mients, © whith aloxe '*- enough to: carry the 
Churches cauſe ; : (Page 28.) Whatever things 

rey. pen ſe; ubverſive:and:dangerous ro the 
proſperity 'of States and: Nations, 'come wader 
the proper cognizance of the Civil Magiſtrate- 
-to'prevent;; - Bat Herefies; Blaſphemies, :Ido- 
larries, - [mpieties againſt 'God (and | Sehifms 

109; ſay I, and-fo the Reverend" Author: binaſelf . 

joy#c them, (Page'8..) Blaſphewies, Herofies 
Schiſms, [d6latiy;Superftition ) do as/wellen- 
datiger the Profpericy-of Seatesas ſins\againſt 
the ſecond Table.) ni\Becyſe God is. much 


pro- 


"I%s 5" Sg _ ae wg 


provoked TT the-aher.:-2-BE&4 
. cattle ſuch fins 'do more "exceedingly. divide 
akd'nnty the-bonds of Love and: Amity, ther 
other Civil differences:do,' and:ſa. legſenthe 
hearts 'of meniifrom ONE. andther;; wi. Cott) 
\The Inſtances, wherein: He wiuld hawe. the 
Mz _ exſert- his power, ats theſes (\ 11 
(Page 32, 33 )- To encourage Orchadox 
Miniſters,” andithe Schools of Tzearkings\ 21) 
To take care that; all: who: own: Chriſtian 
Religion amongſt: us be 2 In co: atend. 
upon the Miniftrys. We 
_ "" To'endeavonrito reconcile diane: 
thren, that we'may unite againft the Canjinon 
Adverſary. | 
To fecure'F labactd Doblrinec, ah Fig : 
thit purpolcts take care forCaterbiſing;$60r = 
-* Trhonght fit to give thee this Tonration, that, 
if” thou think ft my anſwers not fulb enough'to 
thoſe. ObjeSlions (which the odielnarack wg 
would not give leue'for imithe Pulpit; 
may ft know whither t&'hawe'recourſe (as 1. Pry | 
for thy better ſatisfattion. T ſhall conclude with 
the ſame profeſſeon, as that Reverend Author 
oats (Fage 34) that T have not preſſed this. 
Doarine 


The Preface to the Reader. 


DoGrine of the /Peace of the Church to the 
ſtraightning or grieving of any, who love our 
Lord Jeſus in fincerity. . Only Lwiſb, that they, 
who made the earlieft departure from the Engliſh 
Church #n theſe. late times, would ( as He does 
for many of them) refle& upon themſelves and 
apply that of Hazael ; whether they could ſome 
gears ſince have been perſwaded to believe, that 
they ſhould bawe lived to ſee ſuch a trail of opi- 


nions and miſchiefs break, in upon Church and 


State, «pon the advantage of their (perhaps at 
ferft not ill-meaning ) diſcontents. And let thee 
and me and every honeſt Engliſh-man pray for 
the Peace of our Jeruſalem, in His Paraphraſe,; 


- __ (Page 8.) That God would prote& his Ordi- 


nances, and maintainhis Truth ; that he would 
profper Fundamental Laws, the beauty and 
ſtability of Religious Covernment, exc. that 
the Tabernacle and the Tribunals, Religion and 
Policy may jointly flouriſh , they being the 
foundations of publick happineſs, and which 
uſually ſtand and fall together. 


P R - P 0 PR P 5 , WIY CO IQ Y - S : l - N 7 
ua, Cr ets ths o tb. > FX 7 > A > l 
»* 1 by _ 
þ ny Y 


ah | C 1 ); a” 
ASSFNHSSINNASLNNN 
P 341. CXXIL.  Verſ, $55 2 


For my Brethren and Companions ſakes I will now 
ſay, Peace be within thee. 


Ig H E Occafion, upon which this facred Ode 
was penn'd, a Revererd Perſon in his An. 
notations tells us,. he believes, was Davids 
return to Ferzſalem, to the-Publick Service 
of God again at the Temple, after Abſalon's 
defeat, . Calvin is of opinion, that David 
made it at the time, when the Ark was ſet- 
& lcd upcn Mount Sion, and the building of 

2... ... . »  *.the Temple defigned, for the uniform Ex. 
erciſe of the National Religion. Upon either account it will very 


- 


well-ſuit with our Meridian. | 

The whole Pſa/m is an Elogy or Panezyrick, Deſcription of the 
Metropolis. of Fudea, the City of Jeruſalem : and that not only nor fo 
much upon the ( 7vi/ account, that there are ſet Thrones of Fndgment, 
the Thrones of the Houſe of David, Verſ. 5. That *rwas the Imperial Ci- 
ty, where the King kepe Court, whence Laws were ifſued, and Au- 
thority derived for the Government of the reſt of the people. There 
ſatc the Sanbedrin, the great Council of the Nation, and there the 
ſupream Courts of Judicature, which reccived Appeals: from all infc- 
rior Diſtri&s : But alſo and much more upon the Fecleſiaftica/ ac- 
eount ; this City being the Refidence of the great King, the Lord 
bimſelf, who bad ſet his Name there, and choſg the Temple for his 
dwclling-place. Whither tbe tribes go up, the tribes of the Lord, unto 
the teftimony of Iſrael, (or, more exaly to the Original, according to 
the teſtimony for Iſrael) to give thanks unto the Name of the Lord. This 
City then was the appointed place of Cods publick and ſolemn Wore 
ſhip, whicher all the. people of that Country were thrice a' year, at 
_the moge great Feſtivals, obliged to come up to preſent themſelves 
before the Lord inthe Temple, according to the teſtimony of Tjrael, = 
gals ada - "06" by 


\ 


#$,* .Þ 
by. a perpetual Statute and Rianding Ordinance to that people: the 
Laws of God bcing' uſually in Scripeure-language ſtyled Teſts, 
Monies.,. 

Now that there was by this Teſtimony or Statute for the Tribes. 
coming up to Feruſalem deſigned a ftrit Uniformity in that peoples 
Exerciſe of their Religion, is of-it ſclf clear in the very Hiſtory ; for 
the Tribes did not cyery one bring up a ſeveral Form of Worſhip 
along with them, but all as one'man made a ſolemn appearanccito- 
gether at theTemple in-one joynt acknowledgment and regular Ser- 
viee, And Mr.Calvin tells us as much, that. God.appointed oneTemple 
and one-Altaron purpole' for the whole Nations uſe ; ne: popalius in 
varigs, ſaperflitiones difflueret, thiat.the people might not, by being lefe 
eo.cheir own liberty in the Worſhip of God, run looſe into,a world 
of wild opinions . and praQtices about matters of. Religion, And :- 
that further, by Feraſalem, whoſe Peace we are hereto pray for; is 
to beunderſtood the Church, as it is. the appointed place:of Gods 
publick Worſhip, appears by the very context of the P/a/m it (elf, 
which. begins and. ends with: this Notiqn, verſ. x. I was glad when 
they ſaid unzome, let us-go intotbe bouſe of the Lord : and, then. in. or- 
der to this *cis ſaid, verſ. 2. Onr feet ſhall ſtand within thy gates, O 
Fernſalem, that being the ready way to the Temple : andin the laſt' 
verſc again he concludes, Becawſe of the howſe of the Lord owr God, I 
ill. ſeek, thy good, 3, e. the good of Jerwſalem in its Ecclefiaſtical 
State ; as the Houſe of God, the Temple, the place of ſolemn Afﬀem- 
bly, belonged to it.. And thus Celirn expounds that of the. third' * 
verſe, Jeruſalem is Lilt as a.Gity, that is compa@;together ; or, as the 
common. Tranſtation has it, As a City, that is at wnity in 1: ſelf: 'not 
for the oniformity of the buildings, but, ſays he, propter civium con« 

ſenſaum, for the unanimity and mutual agreement of its Citiz:ns is + 
the Worſhip of God and. in the Exerciſe of. Religion. ER 

And that the people ſhould all thus joyn their affe&iqnate good; 
wiſhcsand moſt carneft cndeavours for the Peace. of eryſalem. thus 
conſidered, to ſeek the proſperity, and to promote the welfare'or 
the Charch, in a fair compliance with.publick Order, and in a;quict 
regular Exerciſe of the National-Religion, the -Pſalm;ft here inthe - 
cloſe .of the Pſalm, brings no leſs than three Arguments,  .'., - .. 
:;:X-;From . cvcry, mans perſonal concern in; the.C| pebey Dry. 
Fray for the peace of Jernſalemy, they frat peohers of, they all -be 

quijerandat caſe, bat love zhee, ie, God will blefs fuch perſons rk 
: | @ quict : 


CB) 


zquierand «happy life, that love the Charch, and wiſh her well, and 


-pay aregular obedience to-her Ordersand Government, And this 


upona-meer Natural Principle of (elþ>love implanted in every mans 
breaſt, and of that charity, which, we uſe to fay, begins at home, 
the parts'being all-ſafe in the-prefervation of the whole ; every pti- 
vate mans'Cabin ſecure, while the Ship of Government ſtcers right: 
whereas thoſe, that by wilful difobedience contrive publick diſtur. 
bances, manifeſtly hazard their own proſperity in che general'Confu- 
fion,and at Jong run do themſelves no lefs mifchicf than they detign= 


cd the Church, drowning for company in the miſcarriage of tc 


Veſlel. 

2. For that which ought to be every honeſt mans next confidera- 
tion ; for the good of dhe Community : for a Heathen could ſay, Nor 
nobis ſoltm n4ti ſumus, &6, we arc not born only tor our ſelves, 
bur our Country, ourkindred, our friends, our bretbrex and compa- 
#ions, challenge a great ſhare in us: ſo that, if a man cait up his ob-- 
ligations aright, he ought not ſo much to'live to himſelf, as tothe 
Publick ; and-this much more upon the (core of Chriftianity, where 
Self-denial is the main Principle, and Charity the grand Dury. 
And this Argument is repreſented inthe Text. For my brethren-and 
companions ſakes, for my Friends and Country-men, for my Neigh- 


 boursand Relations; /will ſay, Peace be within thee, or, as in- the 


reading Palms, Twill wiſh thee profperity, And this is upon a (it 
account ; the Peace -and proſperity of the Charch being likely to 
procure the ſettlement of good order and the eſtabliſhment of peace 
In the Civil State : whereas quarre!s about Religion ſeldom or ne- 
ver end there, till they have involved the Government and Policy of 
a Nation into dangerous conſequents, 

3. From that, which, though ſer laſt, ovght to be contidered and 
reſolved on in the firſt place by all pious men, that have any ſenſe of 
Gods Honour, any zcal to his Name and Service, any love or kind- 
neſs to his Houſe and Ordinances ; from the Worſhip and Reſpe& 
due to God from his people : Becauſe of the honſe of the Lord our God, 
Twill ſeek, thy good, © And this upon a Spiritzal or Religious account ; * 
to love the Church for the Churches fake, and 'to do it all the good 
we can for the honour of God, as well as for the benefit of our bretbrer 
and companions, that ſo we may under our King live quiet and peace= 
ble lives in all godlineſi and boneſly, as our Ghurch has taught us eo 
Pray. : : | 

B 2 Being 


= (4) | 

Bring. to ſpeak before this Honowrable Aſſembly, with whom the 
Care and Government of our Feruſalem, this once famous City, js 
intruſted ; I have made choice of the ſecond of theſe Arguments, 
which ſhews how Civil Society is concerned in a quiet Exerciſe 'of the 
National Religion : wherein the Pſalmift- makes it his reſolution, and 
recommends it to us all, to pray for the Charches peace, and to wiſh 
her proſperity, for our bretbren- and companions ſake, in the behalf of 
our Friends and Country-men ; as,we with well to our King and 
Country, and ſtand well affc&cd,uv& the Government and the Laws, 
as.we hope to ſee the Nation thrive, Tradc flouriſh, the City rebuilt, 


and all our friends and acquaintance in a proſperous condition : the 
peace of the Charch and the peoples agreement.in the Service of God, 


being the only probable means of fecuring and aſcertaining our Cz. 
vil Intereſts and Publick tranquillity. Fpr my brethren and compa. 
zions ſakes, T-will now ſay, Peace be within thee , I will wiſh thee 
priſperity. | 

In the words we have two things fall under.our Conſideration. 

x. A Duty recommended to: us in Davids Example and Refolus 
tion : which is to wiſh the Churches peace, 

2. A ftrong Motive to inforce this Duty : for or brethren and come. 
panions ſakes ; out of that love and aftcAion, we bear to the Publick 
and to our native Country. 

The Reſolution of Duty expreft in the latter Clauſe of the Verſe , 
F will now ſay, Peace be within /thee : where, though our Engliſh 
render it as the common form of Salutation uſed amongſt that people, 
when they met or parted with one another : as our Saviour ordered 
his Diſciples, when he ſent them forth, Lxke 10. 5. Into mhatſoever 
bouſe they entred, firſt to ſay, Peace be. to this bouſe : ang thus our 
Church has io her Offices for the Yiſitatien of the fick aftgr our Saviours 
Example ordered, that the Prieſt entring into the ſick perſons houſe, 
ſhall fay, Peace be to this houſe and to all that awell in it; and cer» 
tainly when ever we addreſs oar ſelves to Gods Houſe,: the Honſe of 
Prayer, 'tis very comely and moſt meet, that we ſhould all of us fa. 
Inte her in this Form, Peace be within thee, Yet this Ttake to, be 
too narrow a fenſe ; for the Form of SaJutation was ſomewhat. dif- 
ferent from this ; and it ſhould have been ſaid, it that had been all 

intended, 4 ZW Peace be to thee; not JA CNW Peace be 

ze thee, Therefore the reſt of the Interpreters take ir in a wider ſenſe 

by a plainer conſtrution, | Cog? 
? Twilt 


LIMI 


CÞ/ 
' I will fttak, peace, ſay they, in thee : 'and thus. it may be_the Mz- 
gifeaves part —_ peace with Authority, to command it, and to 
cc it kept. x ; 
Say others, I,will Beak, peace. for thee, in thy behalf ; and'that 
belongs tothe Miniſter, to preach up the peace of the:Churchy even 
with that carneſtneſs as to quarrel for it : though with Jeremyhe be- 
come'a man of contentions, in a perverſe and froward generation, 
while he does ſo, and when he ſpeaks of peace, others make them» 
{clves ready, for batecl. | 
The Septwagint and V ulgar read it:thusy [will Beak peace of thee, 


. or, concerning thee, 3. e. to ſpcak-kindly of it, and-te with ic well 


and thus it will concern all the People,:the generality, every man in 
the Nation. And Iam afraid there is but too much necd, that both 
AMagiftrate, and Miniſter, and People, and all, fhould all of ns beftir 
our ſelves, and contribute our utmoſt- erideayours for the Churches 
peace and welfare, if we will but do what we ought to do, 'and:that 
ow o. Interefhas well as D#ty, for gur own and: our Countries fake z 
or that's - fs So [30 

The Metive and Reaſon, with which this Duty is back'd, indeed 
faccd and put forward with, in the beginning of the verſe 4 for 
my brethren and companions ſakes ; whoſe good, will they nilt they, 
be they the Churches friends or focs, . is to. be ſought io the preſerves 


| tionof the Church :. for as:the Charebes peace depends upon the mnion 


and agreement of theſe brethren and companions, ſo on the other hand 
in her peacc and proſperity, .is comprchended the- happineſs. and. 
ncareſt concerns of us all, .. | 

By Brethren is meant Kindred and Relations, the charitates natus 
rales, in a ſtrict ſenſe ; but according to.the larger acception: of the 
word .in the HebrewiJanguage' all our Country.wieni from one end of 
the Nation to the other, - all that live-under the-ſame Laws and Go» 
vernment zeſpecially thoſe that are of the fame: houſhold. of faith, 
and profeſs the ſame Goſpel of Peace. | 

By Companions or Friends are to be underſtood thoſe of a firiftes 
and cloſer Alliance, with. wham we: bave, contracted nearer and 
dearer familiarities gi abave all, thoſe that agree with us in the ſame 
Orthodox Judgment, and walk regularly. and -lovingly.,with us,: ac+ 
cording to the ſame Rules and [nftitutions of Gods publick Worſhip, 
whoſe concerns are more immediately united in the Churches wel- 
fare : -which wc are in that manner to preſerve. and. promote. for 
bath their ſakes, as not to exclude cither... Andi 
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- Andithus much forkheroberence andiexplioerion; Which have the 
Jonger inſifted-opon, rogain-your full aflent'to theſe two things, 
1, That by. Jeruſalem here is meant the Church,” And 2, Thar by 
Her peace is tobe:umderfiood our agreement #6. veligion ; fince with- 
ourhipngrcement mes no probability, no likelihood of her 'cn- 
Joy mg Peace. 198, PRYOR) 5 3123 : 3 fY: F316 k'8- | 
-  ſhatl:now crave/leave to gather up all I haveto ſay into one pro- 
poſttionz and ſuch-a propoſition, as'the words do naturally without 
any force-put upon them afford us. And *tis-this, in the words of 
the Text, Thatrwe owght for owr Brethren and -Gompanions ſakes to 
wiſh-and tndeaunuy the Churebetpeace,-” Which in a brief Paraphraſe 
peaksichus $5 Thar”cis the: dury' of every 'Man among 'us, whether 
Atagiftrateor other, as'heis thee! Governour or: Member of a Society, 
upon a'moeer civit account, our:affeion to our Native Countrey, 
-and the-good of community mour'evera] places and ſtations, hearti- 
ly to'wiſh, and vigorouſly to:endeavonr the peace and Pprofperity of 
the -— <Hhs /inthe aniforny/ exeyeiſe of Religion and God's publick 
worſhip. ; np Gs OI ds 

| _ this Propoſitics 1iſhall 'make 'govd by three Arguments, 
taken Re 4 : b- 2 NE0 | 

1.' From the groundof a Pcopks happineſs, Divine favowr and 
-proreQtion;/ and tharfavour ' not to/beoprocar'd; but by keeping up 
God's publick/ honour amongſt'ns';\and/that- honour no way to'be 
ſecurd, batby our unarimnbnus agreements his'publick worſhip. 

2. From that influence, which Ri/igron"is apt to have upon the 
-minds of Men, both in awing them and #ni:img'them : which-aw and 
#njon both wichout the uriiformity-of worſhip, if People be left to 
their own liberty to worſhip God pablickly how they pleaſe, will 
infallibly utterly be-loſt ;"and when Religion [hall once'be brought 
-nto a publick contempt, and made the ground of an univerſal quar- 
xe}; whenthe candieſtick is once' removing out of the'Charch, *eis 
eafic to foreſee what danger the State will then be in, and what 
will in a ſhore time become of ſuch a People. | 

3. From the particular conſtitution of our Laws/and Government, 
wherein'the concerns of Srare are fo intimately and <loftly link'd 
with the Peace arid proſperity of the Church, that they mult nceds 
ftand or fall together. | j | 

Firſt,then for the fickt Argument, that the” Peace of the Church, that 
Is, vur agreement in the ſervice of God, 'is the only way of keeping 

Hae | | . up 


C3) 
up God's-pablick honour amongſt ug. apt; conſequently of after, 
rainjng ro4usthe favour angbleſiing of, Gpd,wwhichiarhemaingnd 
only groind of- National :pradpetityi andbappingſsgthe-great 6on+ 
cern of all our Brethren and iConpamaze. iheeelnd have three things 
wo make*out?+ 1 510977 2s now hier haninth Jo rh oow ie end 

x. That the Divine favour'is the main-and, only prop. of a Peo=- 
ples happineſs. GC: #79515 1515 126m oe nofie ts! 
2, Thatth&fetingiupGads-honour int publidkatnongit.uyie the 

only mexnt"of procurmg/and/aſcertiining bid fifyour,; :\And-:' t;5-: 

3] Thar our agreement ih the: ſervido of God is the only ' way of 
keeping'up his publick honoor, © 11) 25 Is doi: oro 

I fay firſt, 7hat the favonr:of God in) the grend ſupport: and alone 
foundation of | any peopler proſperity. .andbappy eftate. . Thisis the Palla= 
dium of the Governimient® ancile iwperis; the bbckleriofiStatey when, 
as the Pſe/ift expreſſes" it;' Gor enedtupaſiethnte with bis. fuverr, as 
zith 's ſhield; whereupon it'js, that byermeofthis-divine influence 
upon his Vice-gerents - the Magiſtrates, they themſelves arc alſo - 

_ term'd theſhields of the earth; ' A learned Frenchman tells us, that 
the Eaftern people were wont; at the. building. of : any City, accor- 
dingto the poſtctions 'of Heaver ac that: rime; byrrulesof 4ſirelogy : 
and other Mayica/ obſervationsz'to make'Artificial 'Sculpturcs upon - 
Braſs, which they cali*d Taliſman, and; to:conſecrate them to the 
auſpicious beginnings and fortunate ſacceſs of! that City: : which: 
they fancied, as long as thofe- Hieroghphigke were preferv'd, would 
never miſcarry by fire-or water, war or plague.” And of this na 
ture and deſign he takes Loaban's Teraphim: to:have been, which 
his daughter Rachel ftoſe away z and:thofe-of 'Micah, which' the 
boiſterous Danites plinder's him-of: asthe pledges of good fortune : 
to thoſe Familics, who were therefore both"much:concerrd: in the 

loſs of them: Tothe ſame purpoſe the Greciars and: others (indeed. 
who not) had their Twtelar Gods, as the guardians of 'cach' City : : 

fo that the finſt thing enemies did, thae-came to: beficge a Town, was 

to call away their God, either by inchantments inticing. himy or by. 
extraordinary refpeAs outs bidding 'the Inhabicants, and'proffering 
the Deity betrer term, ifhe would come over to their ſide : in«- 
ſomuch' that the Thrians, when Alexander's Army belcagucr'd 
ther, poor ſuc an apprehenſion of po/lr*s Teaving themn; tycd- 
hior faft with a Golden Chain to. Hercules his' Alcar, that he - 
mighe nor\Mr." "And 'tway' at. great; part :of - policy: among 
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theleHeathens;to conceal theſe'their ſtrengths, and keep them cloſe, 
as the arcins imperii; thatin'time of danger they might be ſure of 
chem, -Frbavichele and: the like i ſuperttjtious. uſages,, this ſerious 
eriith ac-leaſt may be learn; thacvery:Infidels and Strangers to the 
Common- wealth of {ſrael had, from the inſtints of Nature, thac 
fenſe of aDcity' and an over-rulingPower,that they truſted not to the 
ſituation and ſtrengthof their Cities, to the number or valour and 
wealthofthe nbabicants, for the :defcniec.of them z but wholly im- 
ye thelr ſafety ro'dibine prote&ion. And: this much-mare to be ac= 
nowledged by us;t@aliom God has:made himſelf fo well known in 

his Word, ' with whom he has centred into Covenant, whom he has 
admitted: unto. ſo "endearing nearneſlſes to himſelf. Our Royal 
Amtbor ts every where | full '.of | theſe acknowledgments. in this 
his Book: of /Publick:[Jevotions;:calling God. 9; Sus and 2 Shield, 
kis trong Rock, 'anth Fower of + Defence, and, mighty. Deliverer ; aſcri= 
bing all his deliverances-and-preſervations to the light of his counte- 
#anceand the ſaving ſtrength of birright hand, Particularly in Pſal. 
144. where he does ex. profeſſo handle this Argument, he (ays, 'tis 
he that gives Vittory unto Kings ; and then having recited the ſeveral 
inſtances of a peoples outward profperity, 7 bat owr ſons grow wp as 
young plants, and 'ouridauphters as the poliſhed corners of the Temple , 
that our garners be fall and plenteous with all manner of ſtore ; that our 
ſheep bring forth thouſands and ten thouſands in our ſtreets , that our 
oxen be ſtroyz to labour and in good plight ; that there be no invaſion up= 
. on 1, noleading into captivity, and no complaining in our ſtreets ; he 
c'ofes this account with an acclamation,wherin he reſolves the ſum of 
all into divine favour,asthe ground and original of all theſe bleſſings 
and advantages : Happy are the people that are in ſuch caſe 3 happy, 
I ay, are the people which bave the Lord for their God, But yet more 
cloſely to your purpoſe in Pſal. 127. he tells you ;- Except the Lord 
build your bouſes, they labour in vain that build them. If God be not 
 theMaſtcr-builder, the great Undertaker of the Work, you do but 
edificare in ruinam;; build up your ruines.to:farther ruines-;. And then 
too, #nl:ſi be keep the City, when "tis built, the watchman waketh but in 
vain, May he build your houſes for you,- to be-habitations of peace, 
and preſerve your City ; make it beautiful for ſituation, and the joy 
of the whole Land : may God be well known in her Palaces for. a 
Refuge; may he love herGates, and-may the moſt High eftabliſh her,: 


and raiſc up his own Tabernacle in the midſtof her : may- he make 
it 


_ 
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Ir che City of God, and the Motintain of his Holineſs, God does, 


chat I may with reverence” ſpeak it, by the very inclinations of his + 


own nature, peculiarly affe& man; and>then further he that ſaid, 
It is nit good for mar #0 be alone, he has a more then ordinary care 
and regard for focictics of men. Well govern'd Citics and well or- 
der'd States are the ſpecial objcits of Almighty Gcds (ingular pro- 
vidence, And as he has this care for our good in community z: (© it 
mult be our care to keep up his honowr in publick : fince, which is 
our next, . 

2. The ſetting up Gods honour amongſt us in publick,is the only means 
of procuring and aſcertaining his favour, The condition of his covenant 
with all Nations, as well as his own people, . is, / will be their God, 
and they ſhall be my People 5 when we ccaſe to be' his people, we muſt 
not hope that he will continue to be our God, All juſt govern- 

. ments arc influenced and ſupported by him ; but, if we abuſe thoſe 
influences and negle& thoſe (upports, *tis juſt for him in diſpleaſure 
to withdraw the light of his countenance and the ſaving ſtrength of 


his right hand, and to leave us in the dark to the weakneſs of cur _ 


own counſels and undertakings.” He will honour. them that honour 
him , *twas a pitiful requeſt of Sal, to defire to be honour'd before 
the people, when he himſclf had diſhonour'd God before them. 


When Governours arc like God, and a& all to his glory, as he him. . 


(elf does ; then blefſings are ſhowr'd down upon them, and from 
them to the whole community. This was Chri({fs own cafe :: Thow 
loveſt righteouſneſs, and hateſt wickedneſs, tberefore God thy God bath. 
anointed thee with tbe oyl of gladneſs above thy fellows, Plalm 45. 7, 
*Tis not the Crqwn and Scepter, the Purple and the: Mace, that di- 
ſtinguiſh the waditrar from a common man ;._ but the 04 of glad- 
zeſ7, the divine behediQion upon his doing righteous things, Then 


all bis Garments ſmell of Myrrhe, Aloes, and Caſſia , out of bis ivory . 


palaces, when the'fragrancy of publick example commands at once 
the veneration and imitation of all that are about them : whereas 
upon wicked Nations that forget God, and ſuch families as call not 
upon his name, he pours out his ſevereſt indignation, This the very 
Poet could obſerve to his Countrymen the Romans, 


| Dis te minorem qudd geris, imperas ; 
Says he: that they ow'd their ſucceſs to their picty, and were made 


commanders of the world for their obedience to their Gods, Nor 
EE wtf tr. is 


k, 


£ 


is it ſtrange; that God ſhould, even in falſe Religions, bleſs people. 
with outward proſperity and temporal: ſucceſs, for that honour 
they did him under wrong names: and miſ.apprehentions ; ſinceat' 
bottom of all their vain conceits and idolatrous practiſes there lay 
metus nnminis, the aweand-reverence of a ſupreme infinite power, 
whercin thenotion of Religion in general confiſts. And he goes 
on, and-tells them; that all their miſcarriages, and all the calami- 
_ ties, that had of late befaln that City and State, were to be impu- 

ted to their negle& of Religion. How much more happy ſhould 
we be, that have the truth of Religion amongſt us, if we would but 
be.truc to itourſelves?>* And if a pretended zeal for God's honour 
has, in our remembrance, made UV/wurpation thrive, and heap'd 
Palms and Laurels upon an unrightcous Caxſe : what advantage 
would real devotion do to the eſtabliſhing of a juſt Government > 
And on the other hand, how much more miſerable and improſperous 
muſt we expe to be, then any wicked Heathens or backſliding pre- 
tenders, if we, having ſuch advantages and ſuch reaſons both of ad- 
vancing God's honour amongſt us, fail in our duty, and do not, as 
we ought to do, for owr brethren and companions ſake, with one 
common conſent and mutual agreement, praiſe God for his mercies, 
and fear him for his judgments, which he hath ſhewn in the midſt: 
of us, That's the laſt thing of this head. 

3: That our agreement in Goa's ſervice 1s the only way of keeping up 
bis publick, honour amongſt us, When Cities and Socictics here bee 
low look like the Seder beatorum, the bleſſed company of Saints and 
Angels above, wherewith the Heavenly Throne is inviron'd, all 
ſcrving God the ſame way in perfe& harmony of worſhip : This is 
doing, that the Apoftle bids us, having our converſation in Heaven, . 
by bringing Heaven down to us, and bcing al! of 'vne mind, as we 
{ball be there, For bretbren thus to dwell together in the anity of pros. 
feſlion and pratice, Is, as the Pſa/mi/? compares. it, like- the conſe= 
' crating oy! «porn Aaron's bead, that ran down to the Shirts of bis gar«. 
ment, that is, all over from the head to the foot ; the meaneſt perſon - 
of the Nation equally ſharing with the highcſt in the advantages of 
the Pricſthood and one common ſervice. This is that Jew. of S70r, 
the Church, where God commanded the bleſſing, the bleſſing of peace 
and plenty, A Church, as ours now is, without this unanimity, is 
but like the Ship, where Fonar was, tofs'd and tumbled with winds 
of:doftrine and waves of  fation ; till, at the upſhot of all, m_ 

they 
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they all apply. themſcl ves to their ſeveral gods, in their ſeveral ways 
-of Worſhip, the Fonas, the only true Religion amongſt them, is to 
be flung over-board, God is a Goof 'order and peace, and. accounts 
himſclf highly diſhonoured by ovr confuſions, Twas: Baal, that 
aclighted to be ſerved with loud crys and furious flaſhings, lt was 
the Devil with his forked foot, firit bronght in Hereſie and Schiſm ; 
that, by multiplying Religions, he might make the world believe, 
thcre was no ſuch thing ; and if there were, that people might not 
trouble themſelves about a thing, where' it would be fo difficult not 
to miſtake in the choice. Thus, when this enemy of God and man 
faw, that the crucifying Chriſt would not be ſufficient for the dif- 
gracing of Religion ; hefell preſently, even in the Apoſtles times, to 
divide him, for the puzzling of it. It has been obſerved, that Travel- 
lers, that have been abroad, and ſeen Religion in its various drefles 
and forms, in the ſeveral Countries, where they have been, and in 
what different manners they ſerve God, are apt at Jaſt to turn 
Scepticks, arrive at a quict indifference, and think ir a matter of no 
great concern, what Religion they are of, or whether they be of any 
at all, But alas ! we have now in this CÞzrch that diſadvantage, 
without travelling forit. Our people ffay at: home, and fee faſhi- 
ons z and fome ( as Travellers uſe to put on the habit and garb of 
each Country, they go through) have appeared in all ſhapes, raken 
up all Opiniozs and Forms, and done exerciſe in them all , till at laft 
they have taken the degree of Doors in the Scorners Chair, and have 
turned;profeſt Atheiſtr, How do the Romaniſts triumph in our dif- 
ſcnſions, make Bonfires out of our flames, and daily get ground of 
the Proteſtant Cauſe ; whilſt we Proteſtants our ſelyes do their work 
for them, by unnatural quarcels deſtroying our common Mother the 
Church > How do 'prophane perſons make themſelves merry at the 
miſcarriages of the Church, and hardcn themſelves in their Atherſ#i= 
, cal Reaſonings againſt God himſelf z when they ſee ſo much ado 
made, ſuch zeal and heat ſhown on all fides, about Forms .of Wor- 
* ſhip and the Circumſtances of Religion: when the mean while. the 
one Daties of Chriſtianity, wherein the life and power of Religion 
Jars by moſt of us of all perſwaftons negleRed ? and how can they 
_ chuſe but think Religion it (elf a trifle, if that be it, that makes us ſo 
earneſt about trifles, and yet ſo regardlcſs in thoſe:things, which the 
worſt of Atheiſts themſelves” confelsare'neceffary far the preſervation 
of men, whether fingly in their own perſons, or joyntly in Sovlery þ 
| Gt = | uct 
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ſirch as are Juſtice, Temperance, Charity, and the like > What car 
Neighbinr- States 2nd Churches abroad think of us,that,afeer God had 
ſowonderfully reſftored'us, to the aſtoniſhment of the world, we have 
fo ſtranzely and with no leſs aſtoniſhment, to the diſhonour of God 
and our own ſhame, loſt the Mirac!e and let it fall to the ground; and 
giverr up the Cauſe in. a manner, to which God by his extraordinary 
Providences and his Anointed our Jate Soverafgn the bleſſed Martyr 
by his unparallePd ſufferings gave ſuch teſtimony ? And at laſt what 
can we our ſelves look for now, that God will yet work more Mira« 
cles for our preſervation, who have, by our diviſions ia his Worſhip 
and our Spiritual fornications, not only forteited his proteQion, but 
procured his diſpleaſure, and at once both difobliged his mercy and 
| provoked his Juſtice > To me; to ſpeak what I apprehend freely, it 
appears, in the poſture wenow ftand_ in, a very ſhrewd ſymptom and 
a dangerous indication, that God himſclf and Religion and all are 
now about to take their ſolemn-lcave of the Comntry, together with 
the Churches peace, And then what will become of our brethren and 
companions, for whoſe ſake we are tu endeavour the Churches peace ; 
when God has once forſaken the Land ? And thus I have done with 
the firſt Argument, 

The ſecond is, that the peace of the Church in the uniform Worſhip 
of God is anecefſary expedicnt, to make Religion the happy inftru- 
ment of Government, by ſecuring that influence it has upon the minds 
of men, in awing Subjc&s to obedience, and uniting our brethren and 
companions in love : without which obedience-and love, "tis impoſh- 
ble, that any people ſhould hold together, and proſper ; fince, where 
diſcontents and diviſions prevail, a Society muft needs of it (elf na- 
turally tend to diflolution. A Horſe, a City, a Kingdom, divided 
againſt it ſelf, cannot ftand ; is a State- Aphoriſm, we have from the 
mouth of Truth itſelf, So then, whether, *rwere fear or love, was 
the Principle, which gathered mankind into Nations and Common- 
wealthe, and brought them to live in Community under the. ſame 
Laws and Priviledges,we find them both in Religion. Whereupon 'tis 
the remark of a Roman Hiſtorian, that, as Rom#lus founded the City 
by Arms, ſo Name ſetled it by Religion, and then came Ancas and 

found leifure:to adorn it with Temples and publick Buildings, Fhus 
Religion ſecured the acquiſts of the Sword on ene hand,' and' prepa=- 
red the defign-for the Trzel on the other. And till Religion be in a 
+better condition amongſt you, then for ought I fce *ris now in, Fcan- 
Cages rn eoagay og. ae hos 
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not tell, what you may think of your Building, Tis true k ſeems 
. to me, in our preſent diviſions, that, much whar like the Jews after 
their return, we rebuild ourCity with a Sword in one hand, and a 
Truel inthe other : but fo, as if that Sword were to be uſed againſt 
our ſelves, not againſt an Enemy, as theirs was. I wiſh heartily, 
that the feace of the Church may be fo ſetled amongſt us, and the 
. rubbiſh of our late ruines there removed, that you may lay your 
Foundations upon fair even ground, and raiſe the Superftructures 
with comfort and honour that, when you have built up your Walls 
and your Palaces, Peace may be within your walls, and plenteouſneſs 
within your palaces ; which would then moſt certainly be, when, as 
you arc obltged to an UVniformity of building the City, ſo the Citizens 
themſelves would Jjoyn all in an uniform Exerciſe of Religion , whoſe 
firft CharaQer it is, that | 
I. It aws the conſciences of men, and binds them up to their good 
behaviour, ina ſtri& attendance upon the dutics of every cne in his 
place, and a careful obedience to the Law in cogpmon. . And thus | 
AMachiavil himſelf tutours his Prince, that he wall put on the ſhew 
at leaſt of Religion, to make his Government dreadful ; though he 
hold it dangerous to his intereft to be þigotted into it, and would 
have him take up no more of it, then wm ſerve his turn, But if the 
mack and vizard, the bare appearance of Religion be, in the'eſteems 
of carnal worldly Policy, fo conſiderable a help to Government : 
how ſerene and awful would it be in its genuine native countenance > 
with what rays of Divinity would the truth and power of it cloath 
the Magiſtrate ; that the people would behold him as an Angel of 
God ? For fince all Government derives its power from God, the 
more of God it ſhews, the more powerful it muſt needs be. Wheree 
fore, if once Religion grow mean amongſt a people; no wonder, if 
they grow familiar and ſawcy with the Government, and, having gor 
the reins of conſcience upon their neck, run away with their Rider, 
and tis well if not difmount him too. When mev. are ſuffered to 
fet their mouths wide open againſt Heaven, to blafphcme God and 
deny him mm a breath, and to droll in Scripture-language, and jecr 
at ſacred things ; how can it be cxpeRted, that earthly Majeſty 
hould preſerve itsreverence with the people. but that God will 
ſuffer fome to be as bold with their Governors, as they have ſuffered 
others to be. with him : that by way of Repriſal he may recover his 
loſt Honour, and. thoſe, that have flightcd him, may be ly 
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eſtecmed. For, as God ſubdues the people under their lawful Prince, 
ſo it muſt be che Princes care to ſubdue the people to God, by keeping 
up the aw and port of Religion, ] 
And this is done in.the uniform and unanimous Exerciſe of Reli- 
gion, Then the ({ harch thews like an army with banners, For the 
Church triumphant, no body doabts but *cis ſo. ; but this is ſpoken of 
the Church milttant , it ſhould beſo, a well ordered and-dilcipli- 
ncd body of men, Without difcipline and good order .and unitor- 
miry of Exerciſe, it may be a tumule, a mutiny, a crowd or throng 
of men, butnoran Army: or if an Army, *tis but a broken routed 
one, and needs rally and recruit. Andfuch an Army muſt 1 call our 
Church, with her broken Ranks; when ſo many flye daily from her 
Banners, and repair to other Standards; when ſome age fo hardy 
to make themſelves Commiſſion-officers, and appoint Rendezvous, 
and make Muſters in private corners ; indeed, in publick Aﬀ/emblics, 
-to the defiance of the Church and' Civil Authority at once, Truth 
1s ; Qur diviſions 'have made Religion a ridiculous thing ; whilſt 
every Party priding it ſelf in theglare of its own ſpiritual know- 
Tedge, looks upon the reſt with contempt, The Seds wonder at us, 
that we ſtick where we do, and not come up after them : we as much 
wonder at thcir enkindnefs in leavin? us, and their confidence in 
going fo far. And the wonder goes round : for they all admire and 
pity one anothers ignorance. All of them ſee a great light in the 
-way they walk in, and conclude they are got into Goſhen, when all 
'-the reſt of the world, as they fancy, are ſtill fitting in Egyptian dark- 
neſs, Thus we cenſure, one another, and, when we have hoodwinket 
-our ſclves with our own form, think our ſclvcs the only ſeeing peo- 
ple, and all elſe, that are not as we arc, 'blind-fold ; to the merri- 
ment of by.ſtanders, but withal to ſome peri), leſt from theſe giddy 
refle&ions, we make-upon one another, they conclude, we have no 
light at all amongſt us in the Engliſh Church, but that we are now 
in Egypt, more then ever we were. What paſtime and advantage 
our diviſions give Atheifts and Papiſts, I ſhewed before: I am now 
ſpeaking of us amongſt our ſelves, Nor do theſe differences only 
ſtir the ſpleen, but the choler too, and fill all Parties, as with ſpiritual 
diſdain of one anothers ways, ſo with zealous paſſion too againſt one 
anothers perſons, The Sedaries are ſcandalized at Church-muſick , 
and look upon onr decent Rites and Ceremonies as trumpery, and 


reckon our Solemnitics of Worſhip contemptible things,” ug 
13P0e 


Cad 


(15) 


Orthodox on the other hand arc juſtly offended at their flovenly 
familiaritics with ſacred things, and indeed with God himſelf. £0 
that*tis clear, by dividing from one another, Religion has loſt all 
its awe amoneſt us, every ſort of it being lookt on, as mean and 
deſpicable, by all thoſe that are of any other ſort. Nor mult the 
National Religion think to find better treatment, then the reſt, but . 
rather worſe , as lying under this peculiar diſadvantage, that thoſe, 
who adhere to that, though never ſo conſcientiouſly, lay themſclves 
open to a general cenſure of all diſſenters, thar rhey, in that they 
fide with the Government, are pleaſers of men, and time-ſervers. 
Befides, this is that, they all in ſtrit Judgment account to be to 
them Antichriſt, that which hslds back, and hinders, that no one of 
them can get upinto abſolute power. And certainly they muſt be 
fo good-natur'd, as to pity the Governour himſelf,- if his conſcience 
be not of their model : I, and fhould he be but half fo ſevere in the 
maintenance of his way, as they are zealous in theirs, perhaps hate 
him too, at leaſt have but little kindneſs for him, who, as they 
fancy, keeps Chrift out of his Throne. Thus we ſee, if-Religion be not 
tycd up to rules, if it grow lawleſs, it will quickly become awlefs - 
too, looſe all its reſpe&s, and npt be able to aſſiſt the Covernment, 
in the protection of our brethren and companions, whole concerns 
lic bound up in the Churches peace. ; 

Nor Secondly,. Will Re/igiox avail in its ſecond property, which is 
to Vnite; unleſs God's worſhip amongſt us be uniformly cxerciſcd, 


. Religio areligando, Religion has its name from binding up men, 


not only in themſelves, binding up their ſpirits ſo as to reftrain them 
from publick diſorders; but as to one another too, binding their 
hearts together in mutual offices of love and kindneſs, And thus, 
when we can walk together, as brethren and comp nons, tothe houſe - 
of God, and there take ſweet counſel together; this is a kindly 
Union: when all the members of the civil ſociety are guided ard 
governed by the ſame ſpirit of the myſtical body, and hold the faith 
n unity of ſpirit, in the bond of peace, and in righteouſneſs of life, 
This is the true cement, which conjoins neighbours and friends cloſer, . 
then any legal priviledges and obligations can do. Without this, 
you build your City with untewper'd mortar :. nor will it well 
bear the weather, when the flouds ſhall beat, unleſs it be thus rome 
a together, and be at unity init ſelf, And how carit rationally 
c cxpeRted, that Religion ſhould bind us-together, if it ſelf be left. 
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looſe and tyed to no rules and orders? Iconfels, the Unity of the 
Catholick Church may confift, without the zniformzsy of particular 
Churches among themſelves z and thus, notwith!tanding ſome ditfc< 
rences, they have in ordering their own affairs prudently to their 
beſt convenience, and accommodating themſelves to the neceſſities 
of time and place, ſtill holding to the Analogy of Faith, and found 
DoQrine, and the rule of God's Word: I ay, notw'thitanding 
theſe differences in externals, we do” own the communion of Saints, 
as an Article of oarFaich, But to ſay, that every partcular perſon 
or party, in the ſame Church, has, by vertue of his Chriſtianity agy 
liberty to difobey the publick orders of that ,Church, whereof he 


. Isa member ; and to ſerve God, as ſhall, notwithſtanding thoſe or- 
. ders, ſcem good to that party or perſon ; (for, as the party breaks, 


it will come to perſons at laſt) eo take /iberty in this notion is to 
make it but another name for confuſion. Wherefore, what they ſay, 
Is not true, being applyed to fellow-members of the ſame particu- 
lar Church ; that, according to our Chriftian liberty, and that /ati- 
znde, God has left things in, if the Church would leaye them fo too, 
and not bind, where he has not bound, this would prove the beſt 
expedient of peace, and unity : for the way would be wide enough 
for every one towalk in ; we ſhouid not necd juſtle one another; 
but though we uſed not all one form in our ſerving of God, we 


* might be all of on? mind, asto our civil. concerns at leaſt, It were 


well, it diſſents in judgment could be fo managed, as not to beger 


_ diſtances of | affetiion., but this is a thing rather to be wiſhed, then | 


hoped for. For, whileſt every party thinks it (ſelf obliged in conſci= 
ence, to advance it (elf, even to the prejudice and ruine of the reſt , 
Conſcience being a principle of that violence, that, right or wrong, 
it as, like nature, ad extremum virium, to the utmoſt of its 
firength and opportunity : Hence it comes to paſs, that odia rel/igice 
num acerbiſima, thoſe heats and animoſities, which are grounded 
upon the cauſe of Religion, arc the moſt dangerous and irreconcile- 
able; by reaſon Conſcience is ingaged in the quarrel, whoſe tender- 
neſs of apprehenſion is worſe then the jealoufies of love or power, 
which will admit of no rival, cannot indure any competitor. Thus 
it was betwixt the Fews and Samaritans, that did, upon the ſcore 
of their Religions, ſo abominare one the other, that they would not 
ſo much as cat and drink together, or buy and (el), or converſe in 
che ordinary civilities of Good morrow or Good even, So nice and 
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cn BD -- 
Tqueamith diftaſted conſcience is, out of fear of partaking with others 
fins, and fancving it can never be at diſtance enough from what ict 
conceives a diſlike to, 
Nor is that a ſufficient Salvo, to keep up Unity amongſt us, that 
we agree in Fundamentals , (I wiſh we a!l did that) and that we differ - 
only in ſome things of ſmaller allay; the-more to blame they, thar fall 
out abour ſuch things, and to the hazard of publick Peace, make end- 
lels differences and quarrels about things indifferent, 1 muſt come» 
mend the generous Charity of ſome, that profeſs to love all that bave 
faith in Chriſt Feſus, whatever their Form be : and Iam of their mind, 
thac our Charity isnot to be confin'd to a Party, bur to be extended 
co the whole Community, the Body of the Church. Bur then 'tis a 
 -groſs miſtake, to think the Church it ſelf, in its eſtabliſhments, a Par= 
#yin theſe our diviſions z who is to be lookt on, what S. Pan! fays 
of Fernſalem here, as the common Mother of us all: and herein lics the 
mainof our Charity, to ſeck and ſecure the Churches peace, in endea» 
vouring to appeaſe diviſions, and to reconcile her difobedicnt Chil- 
dren. This, | ay, is right Catbolick Charity. As to thoſe perſons, 
who are ſeduced and live in errour, the greateſt Charity can be ſhew- 
cd tothem, isto reclaim them, or at leaft, if that may not be, for 
or brethren and companions ſakes, to keep them Quiet For to fcc 
the humor of Scbiſm, after it-has. once broke off. from the:Chnrch, 
how reſtleſs a thing it is, and how quarrel is apt to beget quarrel, 
till-ichave brought all inco confuſion, The Sets, we-have amongſt 
43, do no more diſagree from the Church, then they do from one 
another : *tis Ephraim againſt Man-ſſes , and Manaſſes againlt 
Epbraim, as well as both againſt J#dob. And though they all agreed, 
time was, too well againft the Church, as a cammin Enemy ; and, - 
whilſt her ruine was contriving, held together : yer no ſooner had 
they obtained that, which was the common dcfign of them all, bur 
they fell out among themſelves about their particular ends: and 
when they had pulled down that, which they maliciouſly termed 
Babylon, the Engliſh Tersſalem, their language was ſodivided,-thar 
they could-none of them build up a Babel of their own. | For the 
fame Arguments, which the Presbyterian Party had fiercely. uſed 
againſt the Biſhops, were by the Independents unanſwerably ma» 
naged againſt themſelves :' and then there ſucceeded more ſubdiviſt- 
ons ; the Baptized Churches got up and bore ſway ; the Fifi-Mo- 
nerchy.men made a buſtle for the Rulc ; then at laſt arcle the Q»a- 
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kers, a ſpreading Party, and feared by all the reſt, What ſhould Þ 
ſpeak of Free. willers, Ranters, BedePs Followers and Naylor*s crew > 
it ſhames me thus to diſcover: the nakedneſs of my Country ; but i 
gricves me more, to think, theſe pretences ave-ſtil].ou ſoot, and moſt 
of che Partics fill owning themſelves 'in- cheir .diſtin&tions :« who, 
though, in the general, as Seds, and equally obnoxious tothe Laws, 
doby a kind of $ yncretiſm unice ;- yet, had any one of them power 
in their hand, would be far enough from looking on the reſt, that 
diffent from them, . as Brethren and Companions, or ſhewing that fa» 
vour to any-of them all, 'as'the Church of 'Exgland:does now to them 
all together. And 'fo*the (caſe 'ftood with their Fore-fathers ar 
Frankfort, Amſterdam, &c, where, in oppolition to our Liturgze and 
Diſcipline, ſetting up-purer Forms.of their own, they could not agree ; 
but were ſo zealous tm their diviſions (though ic highly concern'd 
them, for credit of their nefound way-and comfort .of their exile, 
to have held together) tilFatlaſt the''Son excommunicated the Fa- 
ther, and one Brother the other. -So giddy and loft a thing: Con- 
ſcience is, when 'tis once ſept afide, and gone out of its way, 1 
could wiſh, the moderate and ſober men amongſt them would cons . 
ſider this; that, if God ſhould, in his juſt Judgment tothe Nation, . 
givethem an opportunity of- another trya}, they may eaſily, if not 
blinded with ſelf-conceit, fore-ſec the event, and in-publick ruines 
read afore-hand their own 'difappointments. Bur, they ſay, they 
have noſuch defigns ; they are quiet and peaceable men, defire only 
to ſeek and to ſerve God ; but that ſome of unquiet -fierce Spirics ? 
amongſt us will not let them alone : they intend no diſturbance to 
the Gevernment, but the Government diſturbs them, in their religi.. 
ous Exerciſes and Meetings. The ſame Plea will ſerve for the worſt 
of Malefafors'; that, if the Law would'let them alone, chey ane: very 
quiet men : but, pray, who breaks the peace? he that [looks after 
the execution'of the Laws, or he that difobeys them ? the that dif- 
obeys, certajnly is the Aggreſſor. I cannot ay but Iſmael and his . 
"Mother werehardly dealt with, and did ſuffer a kind of perſccution ; 
and yet the Apoſtle tells us, that Iſomaels (elf was the 'Perſeaatary hor 
'bvt mocking of Iſaac : but this, were itfport'or-canterpr,: reflecting 
onthe Heir of the Family, the Son of a Princeſs, (whointhe Alle. 
gory is Zereſaleyghere ) is interpreted Perſecution; while the turn- 
Ing out of Thmaetis own'd as Juſt puniſhment, And in like-manner. 
"Tis the SeF, perfecute-the Chureb,: by:derfifions aud.contemprs; _ | 
| the 


_ - ". uy 
' the Church, that perſecutes them. But if they are'ſo-well inclin'd to 
Peace, why then dothey not do what they acknowledge may law-- 
"fully be done, Znd ſubmit in thoſe things, where their Conſcience 
may give them lcave - 3, e, in fuch- things as Godin his Word haz 
not forbidden > The Magiftrate has bid them come to! their: Pariſh 
Chuith 5 bid men of my Order renounce the Covenant : Ged hath 
no where commanded to the contrary. Why ſhould not they come 2 
why ſhould not we renounce ? There can be no ſcruple in the caſe: * 
foriin'things, where God himſelf has given no order, we are to 
obey the' Mapiſtrate, 792 only for Fear, but for Conſcience. ſake, 1 We 
read, that our Saviour himſelf, kept the Feaſt of the Dedication, 
though no where appointed by God himſelf, no where mention'd in 
the Old Teſtament (an Apochryphal Feaff) and taught daily in 
the Temple and in their Synagogues ; and that ſome of his Apo» 
ſles, after the Ceremonies were dead and buried, came up to the 
Temple ftill at the'bowr of Prayer : to ſet us an, example, that in ſuch 
things, where there is no expreſs command of Godagainft them, 
though there 'be no expreſs command for them, we are to comply 
with publick order and decent cuſtom. If they ,would but do 
thus ingenuouſly, there would be fome likelihood: of Peace, Bur 
they would have the Church ſubmit to them ;/ and then all-ſhould 
be well. Which of them? for they cannot all be comply'4 with; 
that's impoſlible :' for to rake in one, and leave out another, will be 
the ground of further diſcontents ; and to pather all at a caſt into 
the comprehenſion, would poſlibly be to pleaſe none of them, at leaft 
to difpleaſe the better half. If they would but once agree among 
themfelves and ſay what they would have, they would then have 
ſome fair pretence: to be confider?d, Bur here's the miſery' on'e« 
*tis very hard for them themſelves to define what will ſatisfic Core 
ſcience ; becauſe that, being not engag'd upon certain Rules, may to 
morrow judge that neceflary, the neceſſiry whereof to day it doth - 
not fore-ſce; and if any mens Conſeiences are to be ſatisfied thus 
at random, the Church will never know, when it has done, but- be 
ſtill toſeek upon new emergencies. Whereas would: they cometo 
ſome certainty of demands, whercin:the whole party, in all ics ſub- 
diviſions, would agree, they might the better be treated with : 
there would be ſome hope in time of a good underſtanding, But 
if their meaning is to be left to ſucha /atizude, to do whatſoever 
they ſhall upon occaſion find agreeable.to their Conſcience,', e, _ 
D 2 | bly 


| bly ſometimes to their intereſt or bamony to do? there*s nd body f6- 


void of reaſon, but muſt needs ſee of how :Cangerous a conſequence _ 
3c is to any Government, to leaveany ſort of men (whatſocyer their: 
Princip!es be, be-they./never ſo honeſt) to ſuch. a-Z;2berty.';; And ſuch 
a Liberty, if they ho ir, wouid befd far from compoſing differences; 
that rhoſe everlaſting quarrels and irreconcileable animoſities, «they: 
have purely out of 'Conſcience taken up one againſt another (which 
arc now, partly in kindneſs to the common cauſe they are cngag'd. 
in, for the reputation of Schiſm ; and partly for, ſear of the Laws, 
ſmorhcr'd and kept in) would then inſtantly break out with violence 
into open-flames : whilſt ſcme, ſticking rigidly. to thoſe meaſures, 
they have alrcady attair'd, and comparing themſclves with them- 
ſc]ves, ſeverely cenſure thoſe, that, upcn pretence of: greater lights 
and more plentiful effuſions of the Spizit, walk beyond their line 
and rule: And thoſe on the other hand priding themſe]ves in theie 
Spiritual Priviledges, and the purity of Ocdinances, deffiſe their 
Brethren, a* carnal and narrow-ſpirited men, that ſtill keep cloſe to 
ou. ward forms, and walk acegraling to the fleſh, and the will of mar, 
in the beggerly rudiments of the world. Thus you fee, if we do 
not came to an agreement, as I do not ſee, how weeyer ſhall (unleſs. 
authority intcrpoſc)- in the exerciſe of Religzen, the hearts of Eng- 
liſh-men are never like to be #n3ted, either in brotherly love to one 
another, or in common affc&ion to our Countrey : but that, the awe 
and wnion of Religion beirg Icft, the hazard of the Churches Peace 
threatens diſturbances alſo to the Civil State , which is our third 
and Jaſt Argument, Taken from the particular conſtitution of our, 
Government, wherein the Civil and Ecclefiaſtick, State arc ſo nearly 
united, thar, like Hippocrates twins, they arc both well or ill rege- 
ther, and run the ſame hazard of health, and muſt take ſhare of the | 
ſame fortune : ſo that, who wiſhes well to the Government, to the 
concerns of our Brethren and Companions, muſt by unayoidablc con- 
ſequence favour the proſperity of the Charch. l 

To prove this, 1 ſhall-not pretend to the Law (though however 
unkind Lawyers may be to the Churches'intereſt in its *wriſdi@torn ) 
there*'s enough in the Law it (elf to this purpoſe; nor ſhall I quote 
King James his Apophthegm,though he muſt be acknowledg'd a wiſc 
man, and one that wel} underſtood the nature of Government ; nor 
ſhall I cell you out of our own Stories, that men of this Robe have 
vſually undergone the gre:tcſt Offices of Statc, and publick imploy. 
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ments z which *cis very uncharitable wholly to impute to Church- 
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mens ambition, and to allow nong. of merit, ja the caſe, upon - 
efcrm | publick trufts' were grounded; nor 
what greatbenefa@ures ſome of them left, behind them tro Commu-. - 


which thoſe preferments and” publick 
nity from thoſe ſecalar advantages, they were afliſted with ; nor yer 
(ha)l 1 infiſt upon our own cxperichce*(an irrefrapable proof) in the 
late times ; when the defizn ſeemed levell'd only at the Hierareby, 
but was carried on to the ruine of Monarchy icfelf, and the overthrow 
of Prelacy was fo zealouſly proſecuted, that they brougtit all Orders 
into confolu? and Mar.prelate proved the'Mar-all' of the Nation. 
And if we did not buy wit then, at a rate dear enough, We may, if 
we pleaſe, make farther tryal covurgreater coſt. > 
I ſhall only make a genera! Propoſe, That Maziftracytand Miri. 
fry are the two. Pillars and fopports' of Society, there's no body, I 
think, will deny; and if either of theſe Pillars fail, the whole Stru- 
fture is in darger of falling : nor can publick order be ſecur'd, un- 
leſs the two Swords, the Sword of Fuſtice, and 1h: Sword of the 
Spirit, 2fſiſt each. the other in the adminiſtration cf affairs, and in 
the execution of their feveral offices. Now for any manto take 
upon him to be a wag ol or, it he be one, to cxerciſe that Fun&t- 
on, wichont the approbation and againſt the plain ſenfe of the Law, 
is as irrational,and. irregular a miſdemeanour, and muſt needs be 
of as dangerous a conſequerce to the publick, as for any man to 
create himſelf a Magiſtrate, or to execute the office of a A7agiſftrate 
without Law. TIfay, for one, that has no Commiſſion, or has been 
put out of the Commiſſion of Peace, to at notwithſtanding, as a 
Joc (lethimbe as wiſe and as honeſt g man as he wilt) is furc a 
igh crime :. know not how the Law may call it. And itis the 
very ſame, or worſe, in the Miniſtry ,” becauſe this office has a more 
immediate influence on the Cor{ciences of men, the moſt baſic and' 
fturdy principle in humane Nature, *'Tis: confeſt on all hands, 
that a man cannot exerciſe the office of a Miniſter without a Call. 
Let me ask then, whether theirs be an ordinary or extraordinary 
Call ? If extraordinary (by the way, tis Enthuſiaſm to' ſay fo) ler 
them make it appear by Miracles and Languages, If Ordinzry, 
certainly they knew afore-hand, before they came into Orders (for 
to.ſuch I ſpeak) what the legal conftitution requires of them, is 
their Canonical Obedience , if they did know this, and yet came wich 
a, ref6lution to diſcbey ; this is manifeſt prevarication : if they did 
nor 
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not know, and. thei Gn oe them into a*ſnare , the 
men are to. be pi Jed. it the ';Tparapce. Is by ng cans to be &x- 
cuſed : if they, new i$. before, and ere then (ati ed, but. have 
been inlighined ſince, arid changed their mind ; they muſt know 
too, that that, power,. Which gives men in. pxb/ich, place leave to 


'a, may upon publick ; inconvenience ſoupend their aQing ; and if 


then they do a7, "ris-an ynjoſiifiable diſobedierice. Nor is it with 
them as-it was with Saint Pazl; Yo be nnto. me if 1 Preach not the 
Goſpel: he had another kind of Ca7/, bur for theſe there's a 77 be- 
longs to them, -if they, do, . *Tis otherwiſe too, now the ( burch 
is ſetled under Chriſtian Magiſtrates, and govern'd. by Chriſtian 
Laws, then at thatcime,. when it was to. be planted under the Go- 
vernment of Heathen \Emperou 5... . The Church.now, with all her 
ſubordinations-and depen eneics, i411 her jurjſdi&ions and pow- 
ers, owns the King hey Sppreme.. . She challenges nothing to her 
ſelf, but what the favour of her Prince, and the Laws of the land 
have allow'd her. Thus Biſhops, as to the execution of their Office, 
are ſent by the King as Supreme, and a in their Coxrts by the 
Kings power, as Civil Courts do : the King deputing Arch-Biſhops, 
and Biſhops, to be Judges under him in cauſes _Sprritnal, and. in his 
name to govern the Eccleſiaſtical mt dS Warg* Lord Keepers, 
Chief Juſtices, and other Judges of the Land, For had the Church 
any power in it (clf jizz 5, beſides what the Laws give her ; 
I dare ſay, there's ne're a Biſhop in England, but would ſpeedily re- 
dreſs thoſe ſcandals and grievances,. poſſibly brought into their 
Courts by Lay-Officers, which people ſo much clamour againft, But 
now what can they do? they are ty'd up by Law. All of us, that 
are of the Clergy own the Civil Power, pay the-ſame obedience to 
the Laws, as any of you do; and in Fir(t-fruits, Tenths, and Smbſi- 
dies, make as chargable acknowledgments, as any of the popu- 

lacy. | | 
"EV *tis ſaid though ; what need of ſuch a pompous coſtly 
Religion, ofa Church with ſo great an allowance of means ? . This 
ample Revenue exhauſts and weakens the State: ſmaller (tipends 
would ſerve turn very well, Butcan any one, with any ſhew of in- 
genuity, fairly reaſon againſt the encouragements of Learning, and 
the rewards of deſert? Let it be confider'd that ſeveral of this” Or- 
der, had they gone another way, might (with ſubmiſſion Iſpeak it) 
'have fatcin jorr Seate, and been clad with your Purple. Aﬀerall 
- our 


rently Prince- and--Prieſt; whereupon | the Apoſtle, Rom, 13. calls 
the King,.in Eccleſiaſtical terms, aciregy3s bes, and Sidzoyes beg, Gods 
Miniſter, ſay we for Both ; cis Gods Liturgie-maker, and Gods Dea- 
c&9n 3 to ſhew too, that a Chriſtiart Magiſtrate, as ſuch, has power to 
order religious affairs,in the Service of God, This I ſay,bas been,and 
*ewere well, if it could be ſg with us : howevergmuſt the Church alone 
be held up-by a precarious dependence 2- Is it not this, that makes 
Religion a Proftitute to the humors of. the people ? when men of 
mean-ſpirits and parts ſhall, out of fear, comply, for a paltry live- 
lihood, to preach things that may pleaſe z -and others of ambitious 
minds, and voluble tongues, to ſcrve an intereſt, ſhall Jead the peo- 
ple to their own hurt. But ſome will ſay z what would you. have 
men do, that are not otherwiſe conſidered 2. fince: there is that un» 
equal diſtribution of Church-favours, that ſome go away with all, 
and others get little or nothing. Judge in your own caſe, whether 
this be a reaſonable ground of quarrel. Shall: the inequality of 
Eſtates amongft you make the meancr Citizens quarrel the Govern= 
ment of: the (ty, þecauſe they have not all the wealth of Aldermen > 
ShallI, or any of my brethren and companions,; becauſe we have not 
that place and eſteem inthe Chwxrch,- as we, out of the pride of our 
own hearts may think we deſerve, go in a ſullen arrogance, and ſec 
up for our ſelves in a diſtin intcreſt from the Church, and flyc in 
the facc.of our Mother, and put unduriful affronts upon her, for not. 
te : | being . 
A | 
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being fo kind; as'wr would have her ?*No. Ger, q9.'6.- O'my"fonl, 
come not thou into ſuch mens ſecret ; ©nnto their private aſſemblies, mine 
honour, be nat thon united, tt them for me be divided in Facob, and 
ſeatrered in Iſrael ; that, in their anger and ſelf-will, praQiſe ſuch 
'thing*. , To go on, 'Tknow it” has been ſeriouſly diſcourſed, and 
p. inted too, that the Jargeneſs of the Charcherevenne in any Nation 
impoveriſhes the State, ſets the people behind-hand, and puts them 
out of a thriving condition : and no lefs then demonſtration offcred, 
that, if ic were retrenched, Trade would flouriſh, ManufaQures and 
-growths receive wonderful improvements, and the people generally 
grow rich apace, But to Anſwer that Amthor ;' thoſe Common- 
wealths, he ſpeaks of, and ours are not alike, in the conſtitacion and 
nature of the Government ; and God forbid, they ever ſhould. Bur 
it may be ones wonder, why our people eannot now, with much more 
calc, make thoſe improvements; fince the Charch keeps little in her 
own hands, and for the moſt part Jets cafis penny-worths : nor can 
It be any reaſon, that the Chxrch drains the ptoples money ; 1ince, 
it the Chxrch hat! not what ſhe has, ſome body eſe would in rhe 
Churches right ; nor would the people be much the better, How 
our Ne#ghbour.States order their Church-affairs, T ſuppoſe, ought to 
'be no precedent of Policy'to us : though chey, to keep up a National 
Religion, by which thoſe, they admit into publick truſt, arc brought 
'toteſt ; and, for the ſecuring publick peace, amid the differences 
-of Religion, maintain a ftarding Army, Further, why our difſcnters 
ſhould nor, upon their-own bottoms, be comprehended within the le- 
gal ſettlement of the Charch, they themſelves give a very juſt occa- 
fion : for the very beſt Party amongſt them have ſuch Principles of 
Policy and Government, as arc uttcrly inconſiſtent and incompati- 
ble, not only with any other Form, but with Monarchy it (ſelf; as hath 
been clearly evidenced from their own writings and praQices : and 
others there arc, that do, in cffc&, looſen the bands of all Society, by - 
exculing that duty, Servants owe to their Maſters, Children to cheir 
Parents, Wives to their Husbands, under a pretence 'of ſecking God, 
Juſtifie diſcbedience by the Corban of Religion, and for any com- 
mand of their Saperiors, they like not, have a "ready anſwer, that 
they are to.obey God rather than man : whereas, on the contrary, there 
is no one thing, that the Eneliſh {burch does in her DoS&rine more 
poſitively affti-m, or in her Offices more zealouſly expres, then obe- 
dicnce to Governors, and her duty to her Soveraign, Todraw to -" 
en 
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2nd in this Argument ; ſome there are, that fear not to charge the 
-Church ic (elf with Sacriledge z and truly I mul} grant, that Church» 
: men may be guilty, by imbezilling and'miſ-imploying Church-reve= 
. nuc, which ſure enough was mainly dcfign'd for Pious Uſes: but may 
not a man, that faichfully ſerves the Publick in his place; have ſome' 
regard to himſclf too, in fair proviſions for his own Family ? The 
Apoſtle tells us, that he, that does r.0:, is worſe then an Infidel, To 
ſhut up all, and to drive this nail to the head ; I do freely acknowledge, 
. that the Church never flonriſh's more under Pagan Governments, then 
when it was in the poareſt condition for it's temporals z, when it lay unt- 
der Preſſures and Affliftions, and had the Hcathen-State its Enemy. 
But ſhall any Chriſtian Magiſtrate now defign the Perſcution and 
_ _Ruine of the Church therefore > This were to Argue with the Ape» 
ftate Fulian, to ſtrip Biſhops and Pricſts of their lively-hood, and 
. toturn them out of all they have; that they may be poor in imita- 
tion of their maſter's Example, and in obedience to his command may 
learnto contemn the World. But, thanked be God, we live not 
now under Heathen Emperours and Pagan Governowrs : though, if we 
did, it were our duty to pray -for-them, and to thank God for ther 
too, and to obey them in all lawful commands, and where we cat, 
not ſafcly obey, chearfully ſuffer for a good Conſcience. Neither 
Is, nor ought the Church to be ſo now, as it was in the Primitive 
times, before it was ſerled under Chriftian 4fagiſtratesz though then 
too there was fair liberal allowance; and there's no Miniſter, we 
have, but would be.contented to Preach at the Primitzve rates, were 
our Auditors as free and open-kanded, as they were then, In the 
cloſe of all, theſe ſacred Morſels, though they may ſeem ſweet, yet 
leave gravel behind them : and this I dare boldly fay, that the de- 
cay of the Chxrch, and the diſrepute of Religion, amoneſt any peo- 
ple, is-a-certain token, and an infallible charaQer of chat People's... 
approaching Ruine, | at 
Sic profanatis ſacris 
Peritura Troja perdidit primaum Deos, 

So that from the complication of Church and State, and the ex- 
treme hazard, each of them runs in the. other's perils, we ſtand ob- 
liged, upon a meer Civil account, for our Brethren and: Companion. 
ſakes, to wiſh the Churches proſperity and welfare, inour mute4l 
Agreement among our ſelves, | | 
' Befor” 
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Before I make an: end, 1 think it necefſary to'take vorkee'of an- 
; Objection or two, which' may! fecm-t6.. overthrow 'the' purpoſe and | 
"delign of this whole Diſcourſe, For though'ir hath already been . 
Clear'd our cf the Context, thag by Jerrſalem here muſt-be meant the | 
Church, and that the Churches Peace, which for his Brethren and 
Companions ſakes” David reſolves to with. and endeavour, did conſiſt. 
in that People's uniform Worfhip of Gog'; as aþ*Fars farther by 
"that. Churches ſad experience,” when Feroboam drew: off the Ter 
Tribes from their Allegiance, arid (which is reckon*d his great ſin, 
which he made the Children of Iſracl to-fin) had, by fctting up new 


; forms of Worſhip, made their return, as well to the Thrones of 


David at Fernſalem,as toghe Temple, impefiible,and,by a ſubtle con- 
trivance of an cſtabliſh'd"$ch1/m to render bis Rebellion perpetually 
faccesful, divided them from their brethren in Religior, and made 
the , breach irreconcileable; then by degrees the poor Samaritans 
fell off into all kinds of Superſtitions and Idolatries, the Statutes of 
Omri and Abab., and I know'not what clſc pallymawfreys of Reli- 
gion: and all this, grounded on, the, fair' pretence* of that Preciſe 
Se, the Karei, who wob!d admit of nothing, in the Wptthip of 
God, bit what they found expreſly commanded in' the. Law of 
Moſes. Tfay, though thus it ftood with the Fewiſh Charch,, 1 fore- 
{ce an Obje&ion may be made, that our caſe is . much different from 
theirs: for firſt;: Theirs was but a' Typical Ceremonial Service, which 
in the Goſpel- ſtate has no place; "ſince our Worſhip now muſt be in 
Spirit and in Truth: and then again; for theſe very Types and 
Cercmonies they had a Divine Command, and were by {tri& precept 


,Oblig'd to that uniform attendance upon the Temple ; whereas ſuch 


a Precept or command now we have none, to tyc us up in like man- 
ner to any one form of Worſhip, TEES, 
To the firſt part of the Objt&Hon,, that thatwas-a "Typical Service 
in the Jewiſh C/urch, but that the Holy Jeſus has to: the'Chriffzan 
Church brought Grace and Trath, which do:notityc us up to fuch - 
ſevere obſervances in external things, bur have inſtared us into a 
Liberty, wherein we are commanded to.ſtang, faſt;; and therefore.we 
are not to part with it upon any germs; Lankwsry that, though.the 
Ceremonies of thag Religion ge oboe £5. the, ſab/tance Of UTGe 
mains Kill in the Chriſtian Churgh.2.- Che ſoa tom and the *1r5th 
were to anſwer one another ; and. thoſe Types, and repreſentations 


are therefore now to be made out anſwerably by us in real perfor-. 
| | | | mances ; 
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- mancesz ſathat the Uniformity of. xrorſhip is as agreeable, and per; 
' haps more necefſary, - now to the Snbſtance, as *tw as then to the $44 
dow; and the obligation proportionably the ſame upon us, as upon . 
them. For though: God did, by the death cf his Son, rent the 
vail of the Temple, and break down the Partition.wall, and fo has 
brought us Gentiles into the Fellowſhip of the Charch, it was, that 
we:thould in the fame orderly manner ſerve him in ſ#}tarice, as: 
they did int Ceremony, and in ſuitable methods accompliſh their 
- Types.with the Truth of our fervices. They brought their Calves 
and their Lambs to the Prieft, and had them by his hand offered 
in the Temple : Chriſtian Religion has, for their Prie/ts and Levites, 
diftin& orders likewiſe of Biſhops, Priefts, and Deacons, and inftead . 
of a Temple, Churches, where the People, by the Miniftration of the , 
Pricſthood, are to offer up their Prayers and-their Praiſes, whichare 
' our morning and evening, Sacrifices, And thus for their Temple, 
their Sacrifices, their Sabbath, their Friefthood, and almoſt all conſt. 
dcrable Inſtances of their Yorſhip, there is a; perpetual unifarm Ana» 
logy throughout betwixt them and, us., Ouly,their Warſhip was 
performed in. the ſpadow of the, Law ;, ours.in the light. of the Goſs, 
pelz and if this /ight- proves to usdarkgeſe,, how: great will our dark- 
neſs be 2, For alas ! that /iberty they talk of, and thar light, which 
' ſo dazzles their eyes, that they cannot ſee their way, is quite miſtas - 
ken by them. That light was indced deſign'd, to lead themout of, 
the padow ;, butnot to, lead: them into the fire 5 for of' that nature, 
all-Schiſm and divifion,is : and that. /iberty as it releas'd them from. 
the bondage of; the Ceremonial Law, ſo it doth not at all. difoblige, 
them from the Moral Law, but rather engages them to it with 
faſter ties of gratitude, Now, asI take it, the Fifib Commandment,, 
which enjoyns obedience to rhe Magiſtrate, was, never lookt upon. 
as apartof the Ceremonial Law, but always accounted; to. have a 
Moral and a perpetual indiſpenſ&ble obligation init,” And I muſt 
aſſure them, that diſobedicnce toa lawful Governour, in things not 
ſimply in their own nature.unlawful (as moſt of them confeſs our 
Liturgy and Rites to be) is a great fin and of dangerous conſequence, 
to.their own Souls, as well as to the Peace of the Chxrch. :. So 
that that, anſwer, they make.the Magiſtrate in» this .caſc,;. is not 
proper that they. arc..,not free to. obey him: for they, are by 
all. Laws” both of God and. Man Free nay. more , obliged -and 
bound to obey. - Only let them, I adviſe, take heed of making 
» 2 ; tnalt 
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that Liberty ne A pretend to, « Cloak of Malicionſoeſs, 
Again, as to What they ſay, that the Jews had a peremptory- 
command from God himſelf for their Vniformity , but we can pro- 
dace nofiich for ours. I grant them, nor aml ſo fond to ſay, we 
have an expreſs command, ſet down in God*s Word, for every rite 
and uſage; our Chxrch has thought fit, for Decency and good Or. 
der, to retain... Noris itat all neccffary, it ſhould be ſo. No, nei- + 
ther had they for all theirs; as appears by David's and Solomon's 
ordering the © tire of the Temple, in the courſe of the Singers, ma- 
king forms ot devotion, and preſcribing them for: publick uſe, and 
inltituting feveral other things, as occaſion required, in that ſer» 


- vice. And the like may be ſaid of Aſa and Joſtas their Reformati- 
0179; And this thoſe 'godly and ' wiſe Governours thought, they 


might with a ſafe Conſcience do, even in that ſervice, which God 
himſelf had appointed ; and that Church was neyer in a more 
Aouriſhing condition, then it was then. And are they able now 
to produce any reafon, why we ſhould not believe, the Governours 
ofF-our' Church Cof whom we' own the King as Supreme) to have 


the ſame. power- now, as they ' had then, upon the like occaſions ; - 


and that the People ſtand equally obliged to accept the Propoſals 
cf-publick Authority, in things of the Game nature, that concern - 
the Worſhip of God; Eſpecially,fince Chriſt at his promulgation of 
the Gofpech,' in his own perſon, took care only for the weightier 
things, and left thoſe of lefler alloy, which tend only to the con- 
venjence and beauty of the Church, not to the Effence of Religi- 
on, to the care and prudence of the Apoſtles, and fo from them-to. 
others, their Succeffors, Governours of the Church; to order the 
Afﬀairs of cach' Church, as would be moſt expedient for the ne... 
ceſſitics of each Church in its Plantation, And ſome of theſe Apo- 


(in ſure, if I underſtand 'any thing, have Ieft not only commands, 


t Examples behind them too, which reach' our caſe. For what . 
means that, which is ſaid of the Primitive Chriſtians, that they cone 
tinued together, and were all of one mind + They were not ſure mer, 
ſome in; one place, and ſome in another , in different forms to 
exerciſe their Religion : one part kneeling, another ſtanding, a. 
third fitting at the breaking of the bread. Let not ſuch unhand-. 
ſom thoughts enter into our hearts. What'means the Apoſtle;when - 
he chides ſome, that ſ#nk and withdrew from the Publick, Aſſemblies, 


as the manner of- ſome was ? but that he would have them _ 
cloſe. 


Cn | 
coſe to an uniform Worſhip, and not ſeparate, and ſet up for them- 
ſelves, in new fangle ways of their own. Indeed what mean thoſe 
many vchement perſwaſions to likeemindednefi and bratherly love, 
which we meet with every where in the Apoſtles writings ; bur 
agreement in Religion ? Since that love can be no way fo well ex- 
preſt, as in ſuch an agreement ; and upon tryal *twill be found im- 
poſſible, it ſhould be maintained and preſerved amongſt us other- 
wiſe, Ina word, if that genera/ Rule, the Apoſtle doth authorita- 
tively ſet down, have not in it the force and purport of a Command ; 
Iam to ſeck, what a Command is; Let every thing be done decently 
and in order, And how in the fame Church every one might have 
liberty of his own Methods to ſerve God by, and yet the Decorum of © 
Religion, and the good Order of the Church, be nevertheleſs kept up ; 
I muſt confeſs, I am ſtill further to ſeek for my underſtanding. In a 
word ; lct them talk of Chriſtian liberty, as they pleafe : that cannor 
Feaſonably be pretended, to juſtifie publick diſorders in'any Chri- 
ſtian State, This may be rational to ſuppoſe, that the ſeveral* 
Churches, according to the nature of their ſeveral conſtitutions, in 
ſcyeral Countries, were left to a liberty, upon prudential reaſons, 
to order their own affairs, to their own convenience, in things in- 
different, whether in matters of Government,or Workhip,'or Diſci- 
pline : keeping (till to the Analogy of faith and found doGtrine, and 
tothe Ryle of Gods Word. And hereupon it was, that the Engliſh 
Church, When it threw off the tyrannous yoke of Popery as it did, 
with prulent Zeal, and by publick Authority, reform the abuſes and 
corruptions of Do@rine, and aboliſh all ſuperſticious and idle Ceremo- - 
nies ; ſo of them what were found not contrary to Scripture-rule, 
and agrecable to primitive praCtice, it thought fit to retain, for de- 
cency and good order, in her Liturgie and Publick Service. And 
though ſome were even then diſcontented, that no mgre was done , 
and called for a farther Reformatim, yet this was but according to 
the Britiſh Proverb, whiclrteils us, that the Saiſſons (lo they call us} 
zever know, when-a thing is well ; but will be mending- il} rifl they. 
mar all : as our late times plainly ſhew'; when, under pretence of 
reforming Religion; we had put our ſelves into the ready way of. 
lofing it quite, and had ſcarce the face of a Church left amoneſt us. 
Upon-this ground Calvin himſelf (as judicious Mr. Hooker tells us ) 
erced his Model at Geneva, applying himſelf to the exigents of that - 
time, and thoſe people, he had to do with though others lince, po 
t.des 3 
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- fides his firſt intention, have, with violent zeal, endeavoured to im- 


poſe that Form upon other Churches alfo, as matter of Conſcience ; 
which was deſigned by him, mcerly'out of prudence and convenience, 
And no queſtiop, but { a/vin might look upon Government, (though 
he had for his own part as much Authority, as ever Biſhop of Genev's 
had ; and Presbytery it ſelf is lictle elſe then a multiplied Epiſcopac 
ſetting up incvery Parith a Dioceſan) | ſay, -he might provably look 
upon Church«goverament,_ as an indifferent thing, as well as he did 
upon the Lerds day it (elf, which he was about ( as Martin Bucey re» 
ports of him ) to have changed from Swnd.y to Thurſday, for the 
convenience of that people, in their marketings. Again, hereupon it 
js, trom this liberty, whercby the Churches may cach order its own 
affairs in Chriſtian Policy, that the Reformed Churches themſelves, 


though agrecing, as tothe main, in doQrinals; yet in other things 


diff:r ſo much among themſelves : and yet with -that fair regard 


nevertheleſs, that, as all the Reformed Churches abroad do highly 


magnific the conſtitution of the Church of England, and approve her 
Mechods ; as being the main Rampart and Bulwark againſt the Ry- 
miſh, Tyranny ; So, on the other hand, thei Engliſh Church is very 
far from condemning them, for accommodating; themſelves to the 
necelli:y of their conditions, but embraces them all with a hearty 
friendfhip. And hercin, 1 (ay, if I miſtake not, lies the very ratio 
formalis, the nature and extent of Chriſtian liberty, ſo much talkt of , 
that the ſeveral Churches indeed may, in externals and circumftan- 
tials, ſquare themſclves to the neceſſity of times and places, and order 
their -ffairs accordingly, But to ſay that every particular perſon or | 
party, in the ſame Church, has, by vercue of his Chriſtianity, a liber- | 
ty co diſobey the publick Orders of that Church, whereof he is a 
Member, and to ſerve God, as ſhall, notwithſtanding thoſe Orders, 
ſcem good to that party.or perſon, ( for, as the, Party breaks, it will 
come to Perſonrat laſt :-) to take Liberty ( as Laid before ) in this 


notion, is to make it but another name for confuſion. © Wherefore, 


fince Churches are now conſtituted, and *tis clear, they arc no more 
to be.under the peoples Government, then the Civil Srates are ;z but 
that the ordering of both belongs to the Chriſtian Magiſtrate as the - 
Guardian of hoth Tables, I ſay, ſince ?tis ſo, it neceflarily follows, 
that for any man to aficm, char, what the Magiſtrate, upor grave 
dcliberation, requires of 'us, in Gods publick Service; is an intolera-. . 


ble impoſition upon/confcience 3 and that things indifferent, and in. 


their 
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their own nature lawful to be done, being once commanded and 
recommended by lawful Authority, become eo nomine,' upon thar 
very account, unlawful; is a moft abſurd defiance, and not to be 
endured. For theſe arc ſuch Theſes, as, although ſome have been 
bold to publiſh them, and arc ſtill confident enough to a& according 
to them , yet have no footing, either 'in the Word of God, or in 
right Reaſon, (upon which two, Societies arc founded, and the right 
of Government ſtands) as being deſtriiftive at once, not only to the 
Peace of the Church, but to the purpoſes of the Civil Power too. 

That I may makeall clear ; I ſhall, to omit that of Korab, the Son 
of Levi, who might poſſibly otherwiſe be Jookt upon as a godly and 
able man, as having a great opinion amongſt the people, and an inite- 
reſt in-many of the Princes, and, for ought as weread, was guilty of 
no other fault but Non.conformity and murmuring againſt Aaron, 
Numb. 16.11. Indeed Dathan and Abiram , Lay-men, Sons of 
Reuben, went further againſt Moſes himſelf, in verſ, 13, 14. though 
theſe State>Reb Is toogas welll as that diſobedient Levite, had the Juck 
upon the very morrow after that dreadful execution upon them, to 
be eſteemed at verſe 41. by all the Congregation, the people of the 
Lord, Though this look too much like our caſey yet, I ſay, to paſs 
itby ; becauſe that was a ſevere example, I ſhall give you two milder 
inſtances; the one, in the Jewiſh. Church, long before the building 
of the Temple, that of Micah: the other, of a famous Chriſtian 
Churcb, planted by S. Pazl, that of the Corinthians, 

The Story of Mieab is, that he made an Ephod and Teraphim and 
conſecrated one of his Sons to be his Prieft,, J#dg, 17, 5 upon 
which the remark 1s, in the next verſe, that in thoſe days there was no 
King in Iſrael, but every man did that which was right in his own eyes, 
Nor. was the matter mended, when he got a young Levite to be his 
Father and his Pricſt : for in the very beginning of the next Chaprer, 
*tisagain ſaid : 1n thoſe days there was no King in Iſrael; ſo that *is 
clcar, that this is taxed as a ſcandal of thoſe looſe ungoverned times, . 
when there was no King ; that any man fhould ſet up for himſc If a > 
private Form of Worthip, to which it ſhould ſeem the people of. the 
neighbour-houſes-reſorted, Chap. 18. zerſc.22,-  This-prafice. then + 

of Micab's was a fault without doubr z which, had there been a King + 
in Ifracl, a lawful Authority in being, to have taken order about ſuch : 
things, would not have been ſuffered, _ 
That of the Corinthians is yet more plauſible, and yet not faulr- . 
| « Icfs: 
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Countries, as well as ours ; and that Mahwmetans and Papiſts are, b 
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leſs neither : they kept to their publick Miniſters 3 yet, becauſe they 
prefer'd one to another, and ſome liked better of Pauls performance, 
others of Apoll/s, in the ſame common work ; he caxcs them of car. 
nalicy, 3. e. of Scbiſm, 1x Cor. 3. 3. for ſo he gives the reaſon; For, 
faith he, whereas there is amang you envying and ſtrife, and diviſions 
or factions, are nat ye carnal ? why  whar fadions or aiviſions are 
theſe, he ſpeaks of ? he tells you, verſe 4. For while one ſaith, I am 
of Paul; and another, I am of Apollo are ye not carnal ? and yet 
Paul and Apollo were excellent Perſons, both of them z not only Or- 
thodox ſound men, but men of eminent abilitics both, and cxtra- 
ordinary graces. But Paul and Apollo» were but Minifters, as he 
cells us in the zext verſe, that employed thoſe gifts, and cxerciſed 
thoſe graces for the Churches good, as the Lord giveth to every one, If 
this be enying, and ſtrife, and diviſion or fatiun, what would Paul 
-have ſaid of us ?, how carna{ are we, who do not gad after the Pauls 
and Apollos ? I wiſh they were, for their own: and "their Hearers 
ſakes, all ſuch, whom people now-a-days 'fo cagerly follow z but 
quite Kim-kam leave the regular Aſſemblies of Ortbodox men, and 
runa wildring after every Will-in-the-wif}, that comes in our way, 
and have ſuch perſons in admiration, as arc, many of them, neither 
Orthodox nor able; and further, ſome of 'us take up dangerous 
Principles at any rate, and cxerciſc Religions of our own making, 
in ſuch a manner, as muſt needs in the end (might fuch things prevail 
amongſt us) prove deſtruQive to Chriſtianity it ſelf, - * 

And thus I have anſwered that Obje&ien at large, taking in th 
ground of the main Controverſic, oriee as I could, which is in debat: 
at this day among us. There'is another too, which T muſt not le 
go without its Anſwer, (and I ſhall be brief) That theſe neaſons « 
mine for Vniformity will ſerve indifferently for all Religions of a! 
this DoArine, no lc(s obliged, then we, to keep up their ways ©: 
Worſhip amongſt the people, for the honour of God, the reputatior 
of Religion, and the ſafety of the Government : ſince we ought not 
in ſtark Charity toſuppoſe, bat that they, who profeſs the worſt of 
Religions, do, in their conſcience, and according to their Principles, 
take-it to be the beſt in the world. I hope there's no one in this 
Aſſembly, will make ſo uncharitable a refleQion upon my Diſcourſe, 
a3 to imagine, that has been the drifc of ir, to countenance the bloo- 
.dy praQtices and cruel perſecutions, uſed, either in the Popes Domi- 
nions, 


wo 


> 


( 33) 
nions, or the Grand Signor's Tertitories: - Far be it from me 
to plead the cauſe, cither of the one or of the ether. Yet 1 do 
in my Conſcience think, that ſome of thoſe the moſt violent Princes 
of cither Religion, that have been the. moſt zealous Perſecnters, 
were in their Conſcience perſwaded, that they were in the righe. 
You'l ſay, that's fair for-me to grant : Our Saviour ſays the ſame; 
they ſhall kill you, and think they do God good ſervice by ſo doing: 
and yet I ſay Poſitively, and I would have it taken notice of, be- 
cauſe it may concern ſome, who may think themſelves far enough 
from being in the ame form with Turks and Papiſts ; I do Poſi- 
tively fay, that this their aQing: according to thelr Conſcience 
will by no means excufe them, ; For my proof, I have both the 
great Apoſtles Rule and his:Example too, His Rule is ſer down, 
Gal. 4. 18, Itis good to be zealouſly affeied, always in a good thing, 
Therzſe, he brings it upon, is not (o clear ; I ſuppoſe upon the ac- 
count of ſome falſe Teachers, which endcavour'd to alicnate them 
from that DoQrine, which hc had taught them, and to withdraw 
them from the Church for their own advantage z and this with a 
great ſhew of zeal, in the fore-going verſe: 7 hey zealouſly affed 
you (lays hc) but not well : yea they would exclude you; or, inano- 
ther reading, they would exclude ws, that you might affet them, 
I with our People would beware of ſuch, who with a great deal 
of zcalous affe&ion carry on their own deſigns, * But whatever 
the particular caſe was, the Rule will hold in general, *Tis good 
to be zealous, if a man's cauſe be good, and if the man be con- 
vinc'd, his cauſe is ſo, Otherwiſe Zea} without knowledge, or 


ina wrong cauſe, is a' ridiculous and miſchievous thing z and Is 


upon this ſcore reckoned amongft the works of the fiſh. And thus 
is it with thoſe Idolatrous People, who, the more zealous they. 
are, the more they have to anſwer. 1 confeſs *cis a fad thing, for 
any. man .to have an erring guide to follow, 1 mean an errone- 
ous Conſcience, For which. way focver he take, either with: or 
againſt Conſcience, he is concluded to an unavoidable neceſſity of 
ſinning; and I muſt acknowledge too, that *cis ſafeſt to fin on 
Conſcience fide, and. yet the miſtake of Conſcience will not bea 
ſufficient plea for unjuſtifiable aQions. And thus it was: with 


Pax), who, in the time, of his Phariſaiſm, was a .zcalous Perſecu-" 


tor, and thought: he did well 5 but after his Converſion, for that 


very thing condemns himſelf, as _ worſt of ſinners, and yet was. 
no 
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. caſe, 


(34) | 
no [efs zealous for the Religion he turn'd'to, Now does his Zeat, 
whilſt he was a Phariſce, which was his great ſin, make his Chri- 
ftian Zeal ere a whit the leſs commendable 2 No ſure. Nomore 
dees Nero's or Dioclefian's: Perſecutions of the Saints blemiſh any 
Chriftian Magiſtrates ſeverity, in defending the Faith againſt 
Hereticks, or the Order of the Church againſt Sefaries. Alex» 
ander's killing of a Friend in his drink could be no Argument 
againſt his putting a Traytor to death by ſober advice; nor 
could the execution of a Treytor excuſe the murder of a Friend, 
Toretort it upon the ObjeRors: if they are fo zcaloully affeR-» 
ed, that, rathcr then their conceits ſhall not carry, they will ven- 
ture the pulling down: Charch and State about- their ears, let 
any one judge, is not the' Magiſtrate, whom God hath intruft. 
cd with the care of his Church, obliged tobe as Zealous for the 
preſervation of Chyrch and State, in the vigorous defence: of Truth 
and Peace? To make a familiar inſtance: an honeſt man in poſ- 
fefſon ſhews a juſt courage in maintaining his righe, and is com- 
mended for it; whilſt the- injurious invader, let his courage be 
what it will, is apprehended: and deſervedly punifl'd by Law, 
unleſs he grow- too ſtrong for the Law; and -then that's a ſad 


1 have done with the Arguments , wherein Fcould not. but: 
think it my duty, as to plead the Churches Peace, (6 to. vindi- 
cate her againſt Objedions, which arc uſually made; and' now 
ſhail only defire, that, as-you- have hitherto attended me-with 
an obliging patience, fo you will extend that 'patience a little 
farther, whilſt I make an carneft and affc&ionate Addreſs toyou, 
in a ſhort Application, with which 1 ſhall cloſe all. Let me then 
preſs it upon you, Right Honourable and Worſhipfnl, the Magie' 
ftrates and Patriots of this great City, and you worthy Citizens,” 
of what rank and' degree ſoever, which hear” me this/ day (andT' 
could. wiſh, my voice could reach from- one end of the City to ' 
the other) that-you will all of you pur on- Publick Spirits, and * 
lay to heart the concerns of your Brethren and Companions, and” 
every man in his place exfert . his Authority and Intereſt,-contri-- 
bute his Prayers and endeavours for the Proſperity of” the Engliſh + 


 Chrxch, and the compoſure of our ynnatural irrelivious differences 


in Religion, Your City is the Metropolis of the N tion, the Royal 


Seat of the Government, andthe great Staple .of Trade, which 
ſpreads 


ſpreads its Yuniverſal influence” into all parts of the /Land ; and 
your Example gives Jaw to all the reſt of the people: *Tis your 
Juſtice, which holds. the ballance in all National dealings, *cis 
your mode of Religen here, that is follow'd cvery where; yonr 
faſhions of ſerving God, that arc taken up and retayl'd into the 
Councrey. The union of this City would unite us all. O do 
not be : wanting to ſo Pious, ſo Neceſſary, ſo Charitable a Work: 
If you have any regard to God's . Honour amongſt us, if any care 
of Relagion, if any love tq your. Native Countrey and the (Go- 
vermment you live under if any kindneſs to your own Per- 
ſons and Familics, to your Wives and little ones, co your 
Friends and Relations z if you have any hopes left, after all thoſe 
heavy 7 xdgments that have gone over you, of cnjoying Peace 
and Ltberty and Plenty in your new dwellings; if all theſe. 
dear concerns do, as I'know they needs muſt, lye near your 
hearts; a then 'in' the name of God, for his ſake and your 
own, im a full and vigorous ſenſe of thoſe things, and ftudy the 
Churches Pexce, which is to "ſecure them all to you by your 
unanimons Agreement in God's Worſhip and Service. Your 
publick' Fuſtice, and Regn/ation of Trade, and Reformation of 
Abuſes in Civil Aﬀairs, and the prudent and vigilant admini- 
ftration of the Government of the City, are things make you wor- 
thily ſpoken of: but if this be aſl, if there be not a like zeal 
for Gods Howſe, and the cauſe of Religion, we may ſay, as he 
did, Arcem perdimus, dam caſtella defendimus , We have loſt 
the main fort of our happincls, the Churches Peace; while we 
take carc of the out-works , «things leſs confiderable. Pardon 
me; *Tis not flattery, will uphold a Govern»rent, I ſpeak it 
out of hearty affe&ion to my Comntrey, and a due refpeR to this 
famous Citx, My heart bleeds within me, and my bowels earn, 
to. think, in what a poſture our Ferwſales: now ſtands, You 
are very now building in the Flames ; they have ſeiz'd your 
Smzbarbs, and arc got within your Gates, and are ſmothering 
in the midſt of your Raines, Letus do, as is uſual, when a Fire 
breaks out : every one bring his Bucker, and help to quench : 
unleſs ſuch a Stzpor and unattive aſtonithment hath overtaken us, 
as did in the late Conflayration, and we tamely give up all to 
the Fury of the Mercileſs Element. And this fure is' the far - 
more deplorable Fire of the two, as laying waſt the Conſcicnces 
yy - 2- of 
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of men, and burning up our main ſtrengths and greateſt orna- 
ments, and laying us open to difmal expeQations, I pray read 
the 28. of Deuteronomy, and apply it to oug caſe; that, if they 
did not obſerve the Commandments and Statutes, God appointed 
them to walk in, (by which was not meant the Mora! Law alone, 
for that has an cqual obligation upon all mankind ; but thoſe 
National rules and inſtitutions, by which they were made a People 
and a Church) they fhould be curſed in the City, and curſed in 
the Field ; they ſhowld build\ Houſes, and not dwell in them. they 
' frould be purſud with Plaguer, ani at laſt given wp to the. inſ0« 
lence of Forreineys, and plnckt off from the Laud of their Nath. 
zity. What then can we look for atlaſt, after ſo many me- 
thods,' God has Joſt upon us, after ſo many prelxdia of his dif- 
pleaſure, but. ſome determining exterminating Judgment ? But 
God forbid ! TI have ſome hopes ſtill of Gods mercy to this our 
Feruſalem, and his pity to her, as fhe lies in her duſt, Nor is 
the thing it ſclf, I am perſwaded, paſt remedy, were it apply'd 
to, and we would take Saint Fude's advice, Jude 19, 20, 21, 22; 
23. verſes, where he tells us of thoſe, that ſeparate themſelves ; 
that, for all their pretences, have not the Spirit. But ye Beloved, 
(lays hc) building np your ſelves on your moſt holy Faith, praying 
in the Holy Ghoſt, (which *'may moſt certainly be done in the 
publick wholſome forms of Charch. Devotion ) Keep your ſelves in 
the love of Grd, looking for the mercy of our Lord Feſns Chriſt 
zento eternal life, And. of ſome. bave compaſſion, making a diffe- 
rence: and others ſave with fear, his meaning is, by rugged 
mcans ; pulling them out of the Fire, This Schiſm then and Se- 
paration is a Fire, in the Apoſtles Language, and ſome are to 
be pal'd owt of it by force. The ingenuous will be ſham'd, the 
racek will be convinc'd, the conſidering will be reafon'd out of 
it, but ſome there are, it ſeems, muſt be' roughly dealt with, 
. and aw'd by. Authority. Let us, like Brethren and Companions, take 
op the” bufincſs between our ſelves. Come ;.We are Men,”Tis the 
_ priviledge- of the bleſſed Angels to be tree from errour , but the 
infirmity of - bamane. nature to commir miſtakes; to perſiſt in 
errours though, even- to publick miſchicf, is- the charaer of the 
DeviPs pride and malice; bus to return and. repent, js the glo= 
ry of the Saints of God. Why ſhould any one of us be'aſham'd 
of that which.is-his glory, and will be his Eternal comfort 2 


We 
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'We are Brethren and Friends.z we live under the-fame Laws, 
and profeſs ' the ſame Goſpel of- Peace; why ſhogld'iwe diſagree, 
and of one in our greateſt concern; and'quarrel offe another into 
common Ruine?. Feru/alem is the mother of us all , let not us 
by our Diviſions make her a Samaria, a Seminary of Sets and 
Pations: let us not make our Mother a harlot. What have we 
to do with the Statutes of Omri and Abab, andthe 'fin of: uſurp- 
ing Jeroboam, which he cauſed Iſrael to fin? They are 'dead.and 
gone, and'[ct-'their Statutes dye with-them, You are' Citizens 
of Lendon, a Pcople of great Credit and Reputation all the 
Woarld over, for your Prudence and good Government, 'for your 
vaſt Trade and Dealings ; and you arc allied to' moſt of the con- 
fiderable Familics of the Kingdom't let -it' not be faid:of you 
that you are grown weak and mean, a flattering andiunſteady Peo- 
ple ; that you have quit your cftabliſhments; -and care) perpetg- 
ally to ſeck for your Religion, and: are: ready-like Children in 
your ſtreets, to be caught up by every Spirit,-and to run after 
any one, that pretends to be a Guide, : London, an Ancient and 
Noble Mart, long talkt of in. the world, before ever there was 
Dam or Dike in Holland, let it not truckle under Amſterdam, 
and be made a Magazine of Opinions, and new fangled Religions, 
For ſhame do not juſtifie that advantage, the Enemies of our 
Church have taken from 666..to clap. the name of Bubylon upon 
your City ; bnt wipe off the reproach, and fling it back into the 
faccof them, as they: deſerve it ;: by unicing all, as. one many 

the ſtrvice and worſhip of God, and'irrthe common FIGS 
the Protefens cauſe. » And' ther, when- you 'are ' thus herced 
when your minds are as wniform, as your buildings are 
like to bez then ſ-:11 ye be bleſſed inthe City, and bleſſed ſhall 
ye be in the Field ,--bleffſed fhall be.zour.. Backet. .and- your Stare :. 
then the Lord ſhall eſtabliſh you a holy people wnto bimſelf ; and all 
people ſhall ſee, that ye are call'd by bis name, and hey ſhall be 
afraid of you, Then the Lord fhall open unto you bis good treaſure, 
and ſhall make you plenteous in goods , and be ſhall command the 
bl: ing uton you, in your Store«honſes, and in all that you ſet your 
bands unt', And then, when your Example, has prevail'd with 
the reſt of the Nation (as it will ina very ſhort time) that having 
our hearts united in God's fear, and laying aſide all animoſities 
and unn:ccflary quarrels, we may ſerve him with one heart and 
with 
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- with one-fhoulder,; and, with one voice ' confeſs his holy name and 
his. word g and;,; being like-minded, we may.,unanimenſly. ſeek 
thoſe-chiings, which tend to. publick peace, and to the good of 
community ;' Then, . when we arc thus united, all other diſfor- 
ders wiltcafaly. be regulatcd, all grievances redreft, and all ſcan- 
dals remov'd, to the honour of the Government, and the welfare 
of the People 37! Then ſpall the Earth bring forth her increaſe, aud 
God, even our gwn'God; ſhall pive ms his bleſſing: Then {hall weſee 
both. Church ;and State, once more in a flouriſhing condicjon ; 
when God ſhall make all our Officers rightcouſneſs, and with his 
-favour ſhall encompaſs us, as with. a ſhicld : Then ſhall this float- 
ing land be ſetled upon ſure and laſting grounds ; Then ſhall 
Albson again be the praiſe and rerrour >| the Nations, nor ſhall 
her white cliffs, pr her wooden walls, or the embraces of her 
beloved: Ocean, fo much ſecure her, as the Divine proteRion, and 
agreement of her Inhabitents : Which God in his good time,of his 
Infinite Mercy, grant, for his Charcbes, and for our Brethren and 
( ampanions ſake. Amen, Amen, ron | | 
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